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The County Excellence Awards are hosted jointly by ACCG and Georgia Trend Magazine. This year, the theme for 
the program was community health, and counties submitted applications for a variety of projects. These included 
employee wellness programs, accountability courts to address mental illness, programs to support the senior 
community, and other collaborative efforts to improve the health of the county as a whole. 

“We are very proud of all five recipients of the County Excellence Awards,” said ACCG Executive Director Ross King. 
“They have taken the initiative to improve the health of their communities, and we commend them for their efforts.” 
 
Spalding County was recognized for its transformation of the Senior Nutrition Program after the planning 
commission asked the Board of Commissioners to accept the program as their own. 
 
“The Spalding County Board of Commissioners and the Citizens of our County are all very proud of the staff members 
who willingly pitched in to do whatever was needed to create this award winning program”, said Rita Johnson, 
Chairman of the Spalding County Board of Commissioners. 
 
The county’s Senior Nutrition Program houses two main services: a sit-down Congregate Meal Service and its own 
Meals on Wheels program. All of the meals provided 
are focused on low-sugar, low-sodium diets, and they 
are coordinated with the help of a certified 
nutritionist from Three Rivers Regional Commission. 
 
The success of the county’s takeover of the program 
was immediately evident. After the Senior Center re-
launched in August, average monthly participation 
in activities and classes increased by about 21 
percent. New memberships – both regular and 
‘silver sneaker’ memberships – doubled in August, 
compared to the monthly rate for the rest of the 
2015. The Senior Nutrition Program overall served 
2,947 members in 2015 and 967 people in the 
month of January alone.  

Spalding County Wins  
Georgia County Excellence Award 

ATLANTA (May 5, 2016) – Spalding County is a recipient 
of the 2016-2016 Georgia County Excellence Award for its 
Senior Citizen Nutrition Program.  Spalding County was one 
of five winners of the Georgia County Excellence Awards.  All 
recipients were honored at ACCG’s 2016 Annual Conference 
in Savannah (Chatham County), Georgia April 29 through 
May 2. 
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Spalding County continued in its proud history of giving 
back to the community there were 65 employees who 
participated in the semi-annual Spalding County Blood 
Drive 
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Comments received on the Senior Nutrition Program: 
“The Spalding County Senior Center is without a doubt the perfect model of program sustainability and fantastic 
food. The staff is committed to making the program the best it can be. Without their hard work, the program 
certainly would not be where it is today. Thank you all so much for your efforts and collaboration!”  

Candace Hunnicutt Tucker 
Wellness Coordinator 
Three Rivers Area Agency on Aging 

 

Senior Nutrition Dept. has 
prepared and  will deliver 
packaged Shelf Staples to our 
Meals on Wheels clients in 
case of inclement weather. The 
box includes a daily meal and 
a case water for each client. 

April 20, 2016 – The Spalding County Senior Nutrition Program became the focus/model on several 
issues discussed at the Three Rivers Area Agency on Aging Quarterly Meeting.  Due to the success of 
our program transitioning from the Council on Aging, using inmate labor and the approach taken in 
servicing our Senior Community, giving them food purchasing options along with striving for self-
sustainability of the program financially, we have peaked the interest of our colleagues in a positive 
way. 

This is affirmation that we are moving in the right direction and it shows the tax payers of Spalding 
County that we are trying to operate responsibly and work together for the betterment of our 
community. 

Lieutenant Don Garvin, CFSM 
Food Service Director 
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The rebranding of a community can be a daunting task, but it is one that has 
been undertaken by the Griffin-Spalding Archway Executive Committee as 
part of a Public Relations - Branding Campaign and centralized point of 

communication. 

You may have seen this 
logo popping up in many 
places recently.   It was 
presented to the Board of 
Commissioners earlier in 

the year and has been very popular with groups and organizations within the county who 
have been utilizing the “rebranded logo.”  However, the logo is being altered to “fit” the 
needs of the individual group.  It is important that the logo be used as it was created and 
not altered; therefore, at the request of the Image/Communication Work Group, the 
Spalding County Board of Commissioners at their meeting 
on August 15, 2016 approved branding guidelines that 
involve the three images you see on this page.  These 
guidelines can be obtained by contacting the Spalding 
County Administrative Offices. 

The rebranding effort is a part of a larger initiative to better 
market the Griffin and Spalding County areas to the public.  
In addition to the logos, a community website has been 
proposed that will incorporate all of the local government 
agencies and businesses with links out to the appropriate 
entity.  For example links will be provided to locations on 
the City of Griffin website, Spalding County website, Board 
of Education website, Chamber of Commerce website and 
other websites within the County.  The goal is for this website to be a “one-stop source” 
for “Living in Spalding”, “Working in Spalding” and “Playing in Spalding” County. 

If you would like to be part of this initiative, please contact Kristen Miller, the UGA 
Archway Professional for Spalding County at 706/483-3264 or komiller@uga.edu and 
find out when and where these meetings will take place.  You are encouraged to be part of 
this process. 

mailto:komiller@uga.edu
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 “The Fitness Zone” located in Memorial Drive Plaza provides Spalding 
County employees and their families with access to  “Doc in a Box”, a 
kiosk providing access to a doctor 24 hours a day 7 days a week with a 
minimal copay.  There is also a work out area available to employees 
inside “The Zone.” 

Tim Henderson 
attended the 
Open House, 
entered the 

raffle, and won 
the Fitbit HR. 

Randy Bogan, Spalding County CI 
also attended the Open House, 

entered the raffle, and won  
4 “Buggy Days” Concert Tickets! 
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                 We would like to say welcome aboard to all those 
hired since the last newsletter….. 

Anna B. Albright Deputy Sheriff I  Colt Clayton Taylor Deputy Sheriff I 
Quantori Beckham Correctional Officer  Mitchell Thompson Correctional Officer 
Andrew Biles Firefighter  William Tomerlin Collections Center 
Marquavious Brownlee Correctional Officer  Anthony Washington Deputy Warden 
Kayla Bynum Office Assistant  Robby Williams Personal Property 
Eli Caldwell Correctional Officer  Kaitlin Wilson Telecommunicator 
Angela Cannon Collection Center     
Winnie Colbert Recreation Leader    
Steven Culberson Deputy Sheriff II    
Da’Shundria Davis Day Camp Director    
Cassandra Davis-Pope Appraisal Field Assistant    
Rhonda Derrico Parks Maintenance Detail    
Charles Dotson Public Works Officer    
Jessica Ellerbee Firefighter    
Leslie Everson Office Assistant    
Berteena Gaines Administrative Assistant    
Nicholas Gatlin Deputy Sheriff I    
Jeffrey Gauldin Security Officer    
Cynthia Glover Telecommunicator    
Sherica Glover Deputy Sheriff I    
Darren Gunnels Telecommunicator    
John Harper Administrative Assistant    
Terry Hayes Correctional Officer    
Edward Hooks Collection Center     
Homer Kendrick Collection Center     
Jan Lewis Administrative Assistant    
Corbin Long Firefighter    
Gloria McDonald Tax/Tag Clerk    
Whitley Miller Office Assistant    
Robert Owens Collection Center t    
Amanda Parker PT Voter Registration    
Demetrice Parks Salvation Army Teacher    
Cody Reed Deputy Sheriff I    
Jimmy Richter Firefighter    
Ketisha Rouseau Firefighter    
Joshua Ryan Firefighter    
Cristal Sailors Administrative Assistant    
Joseph Sandefur Deputy Sheriff I    
Dana Smith Deputy Sheriff I    
Deondra Smith Correctional Officer    
Kareem Spear Recreation Leader    
Ashley Speights Administrative Assistant    
Bailey Stewart Firefighter    
Danielle Strickland Telecommunicator    
Violette Sullivan Correctional Officer    

 



 

Congratulations to our 5-Year Service Award 
Recipients 

 
 

Mike Badger Sheriff’s Office -Detention 
Susan Blacker Sheriff’s Office -Detention 
Jennifer Bunn Sheriff’s Office -Detention 
Aaron Burrow Fire Department 
Iesha Caldwell E-911 
Veronica Cleveland Sheriff’s Office -Detention 
Keith Edwards Correctional Institute 
Scott Gendron Fire Department 
Ronnie Goins Sheriff’s Office -Detention 
Juan Guerrero Fire 
Nancy Hammond Sheriff’s Office -Detention 
Eddie Hendricks Correctional Institute 
Alan Josey Sheriff’s Office -Detention 
Della Leaks Correctional Institute 
Joe Maddox Tax Assessor 
Patrick McVey E-911 
Amanda Perkins Public Works 
Jordan Scibetta Fire Department 
Melissa Slaughter Cooperative Extension 
Stephen Stone Parks/Public Grounds 
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Stephen Stone 
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Congratulations to our 10-Year Service Award 
Recipients 

 
Martin Batts Fire Department 
Michael Chadwick Sheriff’s Office -Warrants 
Latressia Ferguson Sheriff’s Office - CID 
Tony Granger Public Works 
James Gregory Recycling 
Dexter Head Correctional Institute 
Sam Holder Sheriff’s Office -Detention  
Timotheos Miller Correctional Institute 
Otis Mitchell Correctional Institute 
Winnie Reynolds Sheriff’s Office – Dispatch 
April Smarr Sheriff’s Office - UPD 
Carlton Wilson Recycling 

 

Congratulations to our 15-Year Service Award 
Recipients 

 
Keith Bradford Animal Control 
Erika Callahan E-911 
Greg Dragg Sheriff’s Office – Detention 
Tashawna Gochett Correctional Institute 
Gregory Huffman Sheriff’s Office - UPD 
Brandon Lummus Sheriff’s Office – UPD 
Michael Perkins Parks/Public Grounds 
Vincent Smith Correctional Institute 
Greg Speights Sheriff’s Office – UPD 
Rosha Thompson Correctional Institute 
Deborah Williams Correctional Institute 

 

Martin Batts 

Keith Bradford 

Rosha Thompson 
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Congratulations to our 20-Year Service Award 
Recipients 

 
Brent Foster Animal Control 
Lorice Harrison Clerk 
Robby Milner Leisure Services 
Josef Miller Fire Department 

 

Congratulations to our 25-Year Service Award 
Recipients 

 
Sheryl Brown Sheriff’s Office – CID 
Jesse Maddox Public Works 
Glenn Polk Fire Department 
Lee Slaughter Fire Department 
Terry Tardy Construction & Maintenance 

 Congratulations to our 30-Year Service Award 
Recipients 

 
Wyatt Davis Magistrate Court 

Keith Duncan Warrants 

 

Robbie Milner 

Josef Miller 

Glenn Polk 
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Spalding County Animal Shelter Supervisor, Brent Foster and Officer 
Arnold visited Orrs Elementary to teach a class on Animal Safety, Spay and 
Neutering of animals and the importance of school.  The also gave them an 
overview of what they do in their respective jobs.  

Below are some baby opossums that were rescued 
by Animal Control and donated to Noah’s Ark. 
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Congratulations on a Job Well Done…. 

The Spalding County CI would like to congratulate Mitchell Thompson 
who not only completed Basic Correction Officer Training but earned the 
coveted Leadership Award out of his entire cadet class and was also 
honored with the Top Physical Fitness Award.  Being awarded these two 
commendations at the same time is an extremely rare occurrence and the 
CI is very proud of this exceptional Officer. 

Mitchell Thompson on right with 
his awards.  Standing with Deputy 
Warden Anthony Washington. 

• Jo Ellis at the Spalding Senior Center is now fighting her third bout with cancer and we 
asked that you keep her in your thoughts and prayers as she fights her third battle with 
this terrible disease. 

• Congratulations to T.J. Imberger, Superintendent of Spalding County Parks and Public 
Grounds on his appointment to the Play Area Advisory Panel for the National 
Recreation and Parks Association. 

• Susan Norton, Spalding County Public Works is retiring on Friday, September 16th, her 
reception will be from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. so if you get a chance, please go by and 
wish Susan many years of retirement bliss. 
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Spalding County Fire Department 

makes 2015 MDA Honor Roll  
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Spalding County Fire Department 

B Shift Battalion 1, Engine 4 assisted with a 
Tornado Exercise at Sun City Peachtree 
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Letters of recognition and Thank You for Service 
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Congratulations to Wendy Law who recently 
celebrated a milestone!  We won’t mention which 
milestone, as ladies prefer to be discrete when it 

comes to such matters.  Thank you for all that 
you do.    

 

We Love You Ms. Wendy! 

Spalding County transitioned to the NovaTime time and attendance 
software system on Tuesday, August 23rd, 2016. 

All Annual Leave, Sick Leave, Holiday and Offset Leave balances have been entered into this software 
and the testing to make sure that the software is functioning properly have been completed.   

Everyone should be recording their hours as required by your individual department.  If you have any 
questions or concerns regarding this transition, accruals or the process, please contact your immediate 
supervisor or Human Resources. 
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Spalding County Parks and Public Grounds and Leisure 
Services hosted its inaugural Pro Day on Saturday, June 
25th. Nearly 500 people braved 97-degree temperatures 
on a sunny day to attend the tailgate-style event featuring 
professional athletes, past and present, from Griffin.  

A total of nine of the more than 30 NFL players with ties 
to Griffin attended the event, including: Ben Talley, 
Freddie Gilbert, Chandler Worthy, Nic Clemons, Bobby 
Rainey, Randy Baldwin, Charlie Clemons, Johnathan 
Sullivan and Jessie Tuggle, making it the largest 
assembly of current and past NFL players to assemble at 
one place in one time in the history of Griffin as four 
generations of players 
came together.  

In the end, however, it was 
all about giving back to the 
kids. The theme was, “One 
Way to Play.” It focused on 
not only how to play the 

game of football but also the game of life. 
The event included free music, food, face 
painting, arts and crafts, and NFL-style 
practice drills as well as a tour of the 
Griffin-Spalding County Athletic Hall of 
Fame and an autograph session 
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Spalding County Parks Public Grounds and Leisure 
Services offers: 

 

“Big Feet Little Feet” Free Ballet Classes for ages 18 months to 5 years  
at the City Park Community Center.  Classes began August 16th!  



Spalding County News & Views Summer 2016 Edition 

 

Congratulations to Lauren Brown, Office Manager, and T.J. Imberger, 
Superintendent, Spalding County Parks, Public Grounds and Leisure 
Services for the joint article that appeared in the GRPA Summer 
Magazine! 
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Spalding County Public Works implemented a 
new type of permanent patching on County Line 
Road.  It can be applied over heavily patched 
areas or areas with severe alligatoring or 
cracking as a permanent patch that can, in turn, 
be overlaid with new asphalt. 

Great Job Spalding County Public Works on resurfacing the 
parking lot at the new Spalding County Fire and Administrative 
Complex. 
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• Congratulations to Joey Ingram, Lance Mercer, Scott Sullivan and Tim Crane on 
successfully completing the Georgia Environmental Protection Division training for 
underground storage tanks. 

• All Public Works Officers have now completed additional certification training required 
by POST.  The training is through the Georgia Bureau of Investigation Training Center. 

• Tim Crane, Interim Director of Public Works, was interviewed by Erin Laird, Deana 
Bohannon’s granddaughter for her school Project entitled  “Honoring the Past”. 

Congratulations to Tim Crane, Interim Public 
Works Director for being elected Vice-Chairman 
of the Georgia Utility Coordinating Committee! 
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SPALDING COUNTY YOUTH ATTEND 74TH 

ANNUAL GEORGIA 4-H CONGRESS 
 

The 74th annual Georgia 4-H State Congress was held July 26-29, 2016 at the Crown Plaza 
Ravinia in Atlanta. The 4-H State Congress is the highlight of the Georgia 4-H program year and 
brings to a close the 2015-2016 year by honoring those who have been District Project 
Achievement winners and recognizes all the 2015-2016 State Winners and Master 4-H 
members.  
 
Carrianna Simmons was recognized at the Leadership Banquet for serving as the Northwest 
District Representative on the 4-H State Board of Directors for 2015-2016.   During State 
Congress, district project winners from the four 4-H districts in Georgia competed to earn the 
honor of being named state 4-H winners in their respective projects. As a state winner 4-H’ers 
are given the title “Master 4-H’er”.  
 
Spalding County was honored to take five district winners that competed during State Congress. 
Abigail Noulis competed in the History project and Martha Hicks in the Performing Arts Piano 
project. Dani Gibson competed in the Veterinary Science project and placed second. Ben 
Rutledge competed in the Outdoor Recreation project and placed second. Hannah Rutledge 
competed in Food Safety and Preservation and was named the state winner.  
 
On Thursday evening 48 state project winners and 125 special events winners were recognized 
during the annual Awards Banquet. Hannah Rutledge was recognized not only as a master 
project winner in Food Safety and Preservation but also as part of the state winning Food 
Product Development team along with teammates Nathaniel Haulk, Carrianna Simmons, Isabel 
Rutledge, Turner Jordan, and Francisco Zepeda; their coach is Lisa Kelley. The Precision Air 
Rifle Team were recognized as state winners, also coached by Lisa Kelley. Team members 
included: Amanda Mayo, Jennings Curd, Dalton Stoves, and Ben Davis. Ben was also the state 
high individual winner. Carrianna Simmons won the Bill Edwards Dean’s Award for 
Communication and the Arts. Our Hippology Team of Dani Gibson, Martha Hicks, Tyler Gibson 
and Carly Nash also won state honors with Dani also receiving the state high individual award 
and the Master Horseman award. Taylor Orr was the Ranch Horse Champion in the State Horse 
Show. Spalding County was honored to bring 19 Master 4-H titles home.  
 
During the Awards program the William H. Booth Award is given to a 4-H agent for outstanding 
work in their 4-H program. This year’s award was presented to Cherry Hovatter, Spalding 
County Extension Agent, 4-H Youth 
Development.  

 

Hannah Rutledge was the 1st place winner in the 
Food Safety and Preservation project at State 
Congress. She is pictured with Cherry Hovatter, 
County Extension Agent 4-H Youth 
Development; Julia Lucas, Master 4-H Club, 
Kirby Thompson, Georgia 4-H Foundation. 
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Tyler Gibson (second from the left) 
represented the Hippology Master team 
during Awards Ceremonies at State 
Congress. Pictured with Tyler are Jay 
Morgan, Georgia 4-H Foundation; Julia 
Lucas, Master 4-H Club; and Cherry 
Hovatter, County Extension Agent 4-H 
Youth Development. 

The Precision Air Rifle Team was recognized 
as State 4-H Masters at the 4-H Awards 
Ceremony. Pictured are: 1st row Jay Morgan, 
Georgia 4-H Foundation; Craven Hudson, 
Donor, Amanda Mayo, Lisa Kelley, Coach, 
Cherry Hovatter, County Extension Agent 4-H 
Youth Development; Ted Jenkins, Master 4-H 
Club. 2nd row Ben Davis (also the High 
Individual Master) Jennings Curd, Dalton 
Stoves. 

 

Carrianna Simmons (2nd from left) won the 
Bill Edwards Dean’s Award for 
Communication and the Arts. She is pictured 
with Bo Ryles, Retire State 4-H Director, 
Cherry Hovatter, County Extension Agent 4-H 
Youth Development, Kirby Thompson, 
Georgia 4-H Foundation. 

The Food Product Development Team was 
recognized at the State 4-H Congress 
Awards program for achieving 1st place. 1st 
row: Bo Ryles, Retired State 4-H Director; 
Carrianna Simmons, Turner Jordan, 
Hannah Rutledge, Cherry Hovatter, County 
Extension Agent 4-H Youth 
Development 2nd Row Isabel Rutledge, 
Nathaniel Haulk, Lisa Kelley, Coach; Kirby 
Thompson, Georgia 4-H Foundation 
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2016 Employee Appreciation Day   The Food! 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO MADE THIS DAY A 
SUCCESS!!!! 



 
Jemarion Moreland 

Cousin of Travolis Daniel 
Parks & Recreation 

Jestin Burden 
Son of Lisa Burden 
Tax Commissioners Office 

Randy Bogan 
Corrections Lieutenant 



2016 Employee Appreciation Day  The Disc Golf Tournament 
 

 

Winner:  Tassel Orr 
Friend of Stephanie 
Phillips at E911 

Winner:  Steve Ross 
Parks Maintenance 

Detail Officer 



2016 Employee Appreciation Day  The Prize Winners 
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List of Prize/Award winners!  
(prizes courtesy of individuals/grants/businesses) 

1. $25 Shell gift card (Raymond Ray) – Jason Williams, Public Works 
2. $25 Shell gift card (Raymond Ray) – Jo Ellis, Senior Center 
3. $25 Shell gift card (Raymond Ray) – Cindy McDaniel, Community Development 
4. $25 Shell gift card (Raymond Ray) – Kenneth Wilkerson, Public Works 
5. $25 JHenry’s gift certificate – Cortese Mathis, Leisure Services 
6. $25 JHenry’s gift certificate – Jimmy Hardy, Public Grounds 
7. $25 JHenry’s gift certificate – Tavolis Daniel, Public Grounds 
8. $10 Corner Café gift card – Annie Bing, Nutrition 
9. $100 cash donation – (Sylvia Hollums) – Terry Colling, Elections 
10. $100 cash donation – (Sylvia Hollums) – Jessie Lehmer, Public Works 
11. $15.00 Sassy Flamingo’s gift certificate – Kelly Leger, Leisure Services 
12. $15.00 Sassy Flamingo’s gift certificate – Robert Wilson, CI 
13. 1 Month free Club Fitness – Scott Perkins, Public Grounds 
14. Tanning lotion – Hot Tan Café – Bill Gay, HR 
15. $50 Visa (Don Hawbaker) – Matthew Stallings, Fire 
16. $50 Visa (Don Hawbaker) – Geoffrey Wells, Senior Center 
17. Rite Aid gift basket – male – Don Garvin, CI 
18. Rite Aid gift basket – female – Sylvia Hollums, Tax Commissioner 
19. $20 Berry’s Sporting Goods gift certificate – Don Long, Tax Assessor 
20. $50 WalMart (Bart Miller) – Robby Williams, Tax Assessor 
21. $50 WalMart (Bart Miller) – Greg Thaxton, Public Grounds 
22. Avon basket – Rebecca Skelton 
23. Buggy Days Concert tickets – Betty Browning, Tax Assessor 
24. $100 – Steven Chamlee, (Wellness Grant) CI 
25. $100 – Charlie Tillman, (Wellness Grant) Community Development 
26. $100 – Glenn Polk, (Wellness Grant) Fire 
27. $100 – Randy Bogan, (Wellness Grant) CI 
28. $100 – Isaac Blackmon, (Wellness Grant) Public Works 
29. $100 – Gage Long, (Wellness Grant) Fire 
30. $100 – Wendy Law, (Wellness Grant) HR 
31. $100 – Kyria Williams, (Wellness Grant) Public Grounds 
32. $100 – Joe Maddox, (Wellness Grant) Tax Assessor 
33. $100 – Monique Lewandowski (Wellness Grant) 911 
34. $100 – Wade Hutcheson, (Wellness Grant) County Extension 
35. $100 – Rocky Kenway, (Wellness Grant) Water 
36. $100 – Debbie Brooks, (Wellness Grant) Clerk of Court 
37. $100 – Debra Brown, (Wellness Grant) Nutrition 
38. $100 – Lauren Brown, (Wellness Grant) Public Grounds 
39. $100 – Anita Harps (Rita Johnson), Tax Commissioner 
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Kathy   Harold 

Gibson 

Tyrone  Happy 
Johnson 

David   Wanda 
Moore 

Betty Chris 
Browning 

Harold   Laura 
Williams 

Happy Aniversary!! 

Sonny    Marilyn 
Foster 

Chad  Cindy 
Jacobs 

Randy   Laura 
Bogan 

Tim  Kathy 
Hollis 

William   Jackie 
Wilson 

Cindy  Charles 
McDaniel Lisa  Burt 

Crapo 




