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MINUTES 

The Spalding County Board of Commissioners held their Regular 
Meeting in Room 108 in the Courthouse Annex, Monday, October 3, 
2016, beginning at 6:00 p.m. with Chairperson Rita Johnson 
presiding. Commissioners Bart Miller, Raymond Ray, Gwen Flowers-
Taylor and Donald Hawbaker were present.  Also present were 
County Manager, William P. Wilson Jr., Assistant County Manager, 
Eric Mosley, County Attorney, Jim Fortune and Executive Secretary, 
Kathy Gibson to record the minutes.   

 
I. OPENING (CALL TO   ORDER) by Chairperson Rita Johnson. 

II. INVOCATION led by Commissioner Donald Hawbaker. 

III. PLEDGE TO FLAG led by Commissioner Raymond Ray. 

IV. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS 
1. Consider Proclamation "nunc pro tunc" honoring Haisten-

McCullough Funeral Home on their 100th year of serving the 
families of Griffin, Spalding County and surrounding communities 
in their time of need. 
 
William Wilson, County Manager, advised that Commissioner 
Hawbaker presented the Proclamation at the Hasten-McCullough 
Funeral Home during their anniversary celebration last month. 
 

Joint Proclamation 
By the City of Griffin and Spalding County 

Honoring 
Haisten McCullough Funeral Home 

And Westwood Gardens and Mausoleum 
1916 - 2016 

WHEREAS, For the last 100 years, Haisten Funeral Home has served the families 
of Griffin and Spalding County, as well as surrounding counties, in 
their time of need; and 

WHEREAS, Haisten Funeral Home is the oldest funeral home in the area, having 
been founded in 1916 by two brothers: W.H. Haisten and I.E. Haisten. 
They started the funeral home in a mercantile store in the City of 
Brooks and moved to the historic building located on Meriwether 
Street in Griffin in the late 1930’s, with five sons carrying on the 
family business subsequently; and 

WHEREAS, Haisten Funeral Home has merged with several funeral homes over 
the years. The funeral home relocated to 1155 Everee Inn Road and 
became Haisten McCullough Funeral Home in 2002.  Westwood 
Gardens and Mausoleum, also located in Griffin, was established in 
1983; and   

WHEREAS, Haisten McCullough Funeral Home and Westwood Gardens and 
Mausoleum have proudly served thousands of families in this 
community and area, including military veterans and law enforcement 
officers; and 

WHEREAS, The staff of Haisten McCullough Funeral Home and Westwood 
Gardens and Mausoleum look forward to continuing to serve the 
families of this area for the next 100 years.   

THEREFORE We, the Commissioners of the City of Griffin and Spalding County, 
do hereby congratulate Haisten McCullough Funeral Home and 
Westwood Gardens and Mausoleum and proclaim the week of 
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September 19 to be “Haisten McCullough Funeral Home Week” in the 
City of Griffin and Spalding County, and we encourage all our citizens 
to reflect on this company that chooses to provide so many families 
with compassion and care during their time of need.  

IN WITNESS  
WHEREOF,  We have hereunto set our hands on the dates following, in the year of 

our Lord two thousand and sixteen. 
 
 
 
 
Spalding County    City of Griffin 
September 19, 2016 September 13, 2016 
 
_______________________________ _______________________________ 
Rita Johnson, Chairperson Dick Morrow, Chairperson 
 
_______________________________ _______________________________ 
William P. Wilson, Jr., County Manager Kenny L. Smith, City Manager 

 
Motion/Second by Hawbaker/Miller to approve the 
Proclamation Nunc Pro Tunc honoring Haisten-
McCullough Funeral Home on their 100th year of 
serving the families of Griffin, Spalding County and 
surrounding communities in their time of need.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all. 
 

V. PRESENTATIONS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - None. 

VI. CITIZEN COMMENT  

Speakers must sign up prior to the meeting and provide their names, 
addresses and topic in which they will speak on. Speakers must direct 
all comments to the Board only. Speakers will be allotted three (3) 
minutes to speak on their chosen topics and relate to matters pertinent 
to the jurisdiction of the Board of the Commissioners. No questions will 
be asked by any of the commissioners during citizen comments. 
Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated. Common courtesy 
and civility are expected at all times during the meeting. 

Peter Phelps, 804 Dusky Sap Court, Griffin, Georgia, President of the 
Spalding County Pickleball Association, Inc. (SCPA). 

Lindsay Lancaster, 1026 Amicolola Court, Griffin, Georgia. 

David Main, 812 Eagle Drive, Griffin, Georgia. 

All expressed their appreciation to the Board of 
Commissioners, Parks and Recreation Personnel, the Spalding 
County Manager and Administrators and Paragon Consulting 
for all the work that has been done in support of the Pickleball 
Project. 

VII. MINUTES - 

Consider approval of minutes for the Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners Extraordinary Session and the September 19, 2016 
and the Spalding County Board of Commissioners Zoning Public 
Hearing on September 22, 2016. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Miller to approve the minutes for 
the Spalding County Board of Commissioners 
Extraordinary Session and the September 19, 2016 and the 
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Spalding County Board of Commissioners Zoning Public 
Hearing on September 22, 2016.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all.  

VIII. CONSENT AGENDA- 

1. Consider approval on second reading an ordinance amending the FY 
2017 Budget Ordinance to provide for prior year encumbrances. 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 

FISCAL YEAR 2017 BUDGET ORDINANCE 
FOR 

SPALDING COUNTY, GEORGIA 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Spalding County have duly adopted an 
annual budget ordinance for the 2017 Fiscal Year pursuant to the requirements of Title 
36, Chapter 81 of the Official Code of Georgia, and Section 2-5003 of the Code of 
Spalding County; and 

WHEREAS, the Official Code of Georgia, specifically Title 36, Chapter 81-3, 
provides that said Board might amend its annual budget ordinance so as to adapt to 
changing governmental needs during the fiscal year. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners that the 
annual budget ordinance as approved, adopted and enacted on second reading on June 
27, 2016 be amended as follows: 

Section 1.  General Fund 

A. Revenues 

 Fund Balance From $ 0 to $ 15,270 

B. Expenditures 

 Information Systems From $ 138,409 to $ 153,679 

Section 9.  Fire District Fund 

A.  Revenues 
 
 Fund Balance From $ 6,996 to $ 296,885 

B. Expenditures 
 

 Fire Department From $ 5,967,522 to $ 6,257,411 

Approved on first reading this 19th day of September, 2016. 

Approved, adopted and enacted on second reading this 3rd day of October, 2016. 

__________________________________________ 

 Chairman, Rita C. Johnson 

__________________________________________ 
 County Clerk, William P. Wilson, Jr. 

William Wilson, County Manager advised that the Consent Agenda 
could be voted on in its entirety, but all of the items would need to be 
read for consideration. 
 

2. Consider approval on second reading an Ordinance amending the 
Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code Part VII, Chapter 1, Section 7-1002 
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to reduce the speed limit as follows: 
 

• Amelia Road - Beginning at Locust Grove Road and traveling 
north for a distance of 2 miles (to the end of the pavement) reduce 
posted speed to 35 miles per hour. 

• Amelia Road - Beginning 2 miles north of Locust Grove Road 
(where the pavement ends) to the county line for a distance of 1 
mile reduce the posted speed to 25 miles per hour on the unpaved 
portion of this road. 

• Apple Road - Beginning at Sam Solomon Road and traveling west 
for a distance of 0.4 miles to Amelia Road, reduce the posted 
speed to 25 miles per hour on this unpaved road. 

• Sam Solomon Road - Beginning at the Dead End and traveling 
north for a distance of 1.5 miles to Apple Road, reduce the posted 
speed to 25 miles per hour on this unpaved road. 
 

SPALDING COUNTY, GEORGIA 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO.  2016-10 
 

TO AMEND THE MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC CODE OF SPALDING 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR POSTED SPEED LIMIT ON 
AMELIA ROAD, APPLE ROAD, SAM SOLOMON ROAD, AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, by the Board of Commissioners of Spalding 
County, Georgia, as the governing authority of said County, as follows: 
 
Section 1.  That the Code of Spalding County, Georgia, be amended in Part VII, Chapter 
1, Section 7-1002, relating to speed limits on specific County Roads, by reducing the 
speed limit on Amelia Road, Apple Road and Sam Solomon Road as follows: 
 
“Amelia Road” Beginning at Locust Grove Road and traveling 

north for a distance of 2 miles (to the end of the 
pavement) reduce speed to limit 35 miles per hour. 

 
“Amelia Road” Beginning 2 miles north of Locust Grove Road 

(end of pavement) to the county line for a distance 
of 1 mile reduce speed to limit 25 miles per hour 
on the unpaved portion of this road. 

 
“Apple Road” Beginning at Sam Solomon Road and traveling 

west for a distance of 0.4 miles to Amelia Road 
reduce speed limit to 25 miles per hour. 

 
“Sam Solomon Road” Beginning at Dead End and traveling north for a 

distance of 1.5 miles to Apple Road reduce speed 
limit to 25 miles per hour.   

  
Section 3.  That the within ordinance shall be and become effective immediately upon its 
adoption on two presentations, as provided by Section 2-1005 of the Code of Spalding 
County, Georgia, and upon erection of speed limit signs as designated herein. 
 
Section 4.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Approved on first reading this nineteenth day of September, 2016. 
Approved on second reading this third day of October, 2016. 
 
______________________________            ___________________________________ 
Rita Johnson, Chairperson   William P. Wilson, Jr.  County Clerk 
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3. Consider approval on second reading an Ordinance amending the 

Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code Part VII, Chapter 1, Section 7-1002 
to reduce the speed limit on Bates Road, Deason Street and Vickery 
Drive from 35 M.P.H. to 25 M.P.H. 
 

SPALDING COUNTY, GEORGIA 
TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO.  2016-09 
 

TO AMEND THE MOTOR VEHICLES AND TRAFFIC CODE OF SPALDING 
COUNTY, GEORGIA, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR POSTED SPEED LIMIT ON 
BATES ROAD, DEASON STREET, VICKERY DRIVE, AND AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 
 
BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED, by the Board of Commissioners of Spalding County, 
Georgia, as the governing authority of said County, as follows: 

Section 1.  That the Code of Spalding County, Georgia, be amended in Part VII, Chapter 1, 
Section 7-1002, relating to speed limits on specific County Roads, by reducing the speed limit 
on Bates Road, Deason Street and Vickery Drive, to 25 MPH as follows: 

“Bates Road” Beginning at the southern end and travel north to the 
end for a distance of .40 miles. 

“Deason Street” Beginning at West Vineyard Road and travel north to 
the end of the street for a distance of .10 miles. 

“Vickery Drive” Beginning at Bates Road and travel east to Deason 
Street for a distance of .10 miles.   

Section 3.  That the within ordinance shall be and become effective immediately upon its 
adoption on two presentations, as provided by Section 2-1005 of the Code of Spalding County, 
Georgia, and upon erection of speed limit signs as designated herein. 

Section 4.  All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Approved on first reading this nineteenth day of September, 2016. 

Approved on second reading this third day of October, 2016. 

      
 ______________________________ 

 Rita Johnson, Chairperson 

      
 ______________________________ 

 William P. Wilson, Jr., County Clerk 

 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Miller to approve the consent 
agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously by 
all. 
 

IX. OLD BUSINESS – None. 

X. NEW BUSINESS - 

1. Consider bids for Pickleball Complex to be located at Wyomia Tyus 
Olympic Park.  
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Mr. Wilson stated that we have gone through two bid processes on 
this project.  Brian Upson with Paragon Consulting is here this 
evening should the Board have any questions regarding the 
process.  Headley Construction was the low bid on the second bid 
process and they value engineered the project to arrive at a total 
budget of $1.533 million for the Pickleball facility.    
 
This price includes a total 18 courts, 4 covered courts that will have 
a padded surface and incorporated the other changes that needed 
to be made.  The major change you will note is that originally the 
plan called for 12 covered courts, that number has been reduced to 
4.  There is a concession area, areas for storage, areas for an office 
and there is a very large overhang to provide shading.  The price 
also includes restrooms and changing rooms.  Staff is 
recommending Headley Construction in the amount of 
$1,326,655.55.  There is one item that was deducted, that staff is 
requesting be added back to the project which is matching the roof 
of the covered courts with the blue roofing to match all of the other 
buildings at Wyomia Tyus Olympic Park and this will add $2,000 
to the price of construction. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated that the total price is $1,533,000 which includes 
engineering costs, surveying costs, the costs for items that Parks 
and Recreation will install and this includes landscaping and 
irrigation that the County will be installing.  He advised that this is 
a 2016 SPLOST project and bonds were issued for this project. 
 
Mr. Wilson then advised that the original budget for this project 
was $957,000.  The budget developed by Paragon is $1.45 million.  
As you know that we sold our bonds at a premium, which means 
that we received more than face value for the bonds.  The bonds 
generated over a $1 million premium which means that we have 
$1 million in excess of the amount required for the projects based 
on the estimates at the time of the SPLOST referendum that we 
can make available for any bonded project.  Staff is recommending 
that we utilize a portion of this $1 million to make up the difference 
in the projected amount and the actual amount it will cost to build 
this facility. 
 
Motion/Second by Hawbaker/Ray to consider bids for 
the Pickleball Complex to be located at Wyomia Tyus 
Olympic Park.   
 
Commissioner Ray asked what the total amount for the Pickleball 
facility is for consideration tonight.  He has heard several amounts, 
all in excess of the projected $957,000 and would like to know the 
total being requested for the project. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that the total budget for Pickleball if the Board 
approves it this evening, will be $1,533,114.31.  That includes 
construction of the Pickleball facility, design and engineering fees, 
architectural fees, testing fees, construction management fees 
along with materials, furniture, fixtures and equipment and it 
includes irrigation and landscaping of the facility. 
 
Commissioner Miller then asked why there is a $.5 million 
difference in the proposed project budget and the actual cost for 
the project.  The initial projection for this project was $957,000 
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and we are $.5 million over the projected costs.  Commissioner 
Miller expressed his concern that this is $.5 million that is being 
taken away from other projects to accommodate this project. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that the original design anticipated: 
 
1. The County would be doing all of the work. 
2. A linear design for the complex which will not work on the 

footprint of the location where the Board voted to put the 
facility. 

3. Soil conditions that have been encountered on the site. 
4. Lighting for the courts came in much higher than anticipated 

and the only courts to be lighted are the four that are covered. 

Design of this project has drastically changed due to the 
topography, soil conditions and other items that were beyond our 
control.  One thing that we have not been afforded the opportunity 
to do in the past is the preliminary design and engineering for a 
project prior to the SPLOST.  We have to base our estimates on the 
best estimates that can be determined at the time.  We do not have 
extra money to hire someone to do soil testing to make sure the 
soil is good before we even talk about building a facility.  We have 
to base our best estimates on the cost of previous projects. 

Staff has been fortunate that every project that have been 
completed to date on this SPLOST, with the exception of the 
Pickleball facility, has come in under budget.  Mr. Wilson then 
added that the additional $500,000 was coming from bond 
proceeds, not from the sales tax.  The money from the bonds has 
to be utilized for those bonded projects, it is not taking anything 
away from the SPLOST funds that were not bonded projects. 

Commissioner Miller reiterated his concern over the need for 
roads to be paved in Spalding County and attention being given to 
the unpaved roads in the County.  He stated that he is not against 
the Pickleball facility, but he does have a problem with the cost of 
the facility. 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated that although she sees 
Commissioner Miller’s concerns regarding the cost of the facility, 
the citizens of the County voted for this facility and it is the Boards 
responsibility to make sure that the facility is built.  This is a 
project that has the potential to bring tourism dollars into the 
community.  She stated that we are fortunate that there is bonded 
money available for this overage, otherwise this would be a moot 
conversation. 
 
Commissioner Hawbaker added that not only did the Board feel 
this facility would be a boost to tourism but the experts in the 
tourism division of the Georgia Department of Economic 
Development stated the very same thing on page 83 of their report 
back to the City of Griffin and Spalding County.  The report stated 
that the new Pickleball facility would be a “game changer” in the 
boost of sports tourism in Spalding County. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor added that she is very pleased with 
the work that Paragon Consulting has done with reducing the cost 
of the project and she is confident that as project manager they will 
make sure that the County gets the best value for the dollars spent. 
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Chairperson Johnson stated that she believes that the economic 
impact of this facility could be tremendous.  She stated that this is 
a lot of money, but she feels the potential return on the investment 
is possible.  She was also glad to learn that the school system and 
the children of Spalding County will be included in the 
implementation off this sport and this facility will provide another 
form of recreation for the youth in our County. 
 
Motion carried 3-2 (Miller/Ray). 

2. Consider approval of Outside Amplification Permit from Union 
Baptist Church, 1405 North McDonough Road, for their annual 
Fall Festival to be held on October 31, 2016 from 5:00 p.m. to 
10:00 p.m. 

 
Mr. Wilson advised that the permit had been reviewed by 
Community Development and the Sheriff’s Department and staff 
recommends approval of the permit. 
 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Miller to approve 
the Outside Amplification Permit from Union Baptist 
Church, 1405 North McDonough Road, for their annual 
Fall Festival to be held on October 31, 2016 from 5:00 
p.m. to 10:00 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously by all 

3. Consider approval of final plat for Kristian Estates Phase 1 (minor 
subdivision). 

 
Mr. Wilson advised that this is a minor subdivision and that all the 
criteria has been met and staff recommends approval of this final 
plat. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Miller to approve the final plat 
for Kristian Estates Phase 1 (minor subdivision).  
Motion carried unanimously by all. 

4. Consider request from State Court Judge-Elect Thacker and 
Solicitor Howell to transfer the position of Victim Advocate from 
the State Court budget to the Solicitor's Budget. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated the Victim Assistance Program has been 
administered through the State Court Judges Office since Judge 
Esary has been in office.  With the election of a new judge in State 
Court and appointment of a full time Solicitor General, Judge 
Thacker and the Solicitor General would like to see this position 
moved to the Solicitor’s Office.  This is a budgeted position in State 
Court and this is a change in budget to move the funding and the 
position from the State Court budget to the Solicitor’s budget.  This 
person will be housed adjacent to the Solicitor on the second floor 
of the courthouse. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor asked how the Solicitor’s Office 
would be able to better utilize this individual.  
 
State Court Judge-Elect Thacker stated that the Victim Advocate is 
also the Victim Service Coordinator and is responsible for speaking 
to the court on behalf of victims.  These functions are very similar 
or parallel to the Solicitor General’s office who is the deciding voice 
in whether a case is prosecuted, reduced or changed.  The Solicitor 
General and the Victim Advocate positions are parallel and in most 
jurisdictions those two positions work together. 
 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Hawbaker to 
approve the request from State Court Judge-Elect 
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Thacker and Solicitor Howell to transfer the position of 
Victim Advocate from the State Court budget to the 
Solicitor's Budget.  Motion carried unanimously by all.  

5. Consider approval of contract with Morgan Dental Services, LLC to 
provide dental services to inmates at the Correctional Institute. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated Morgan Dental Services, LLC currently provides 
dental services to the Spalding County jail.  The contract with the 
previous dental provider has ended and the CI has requested that 
we contract with Morgan Dental Services, LLC to provide dental 
care for the inmates.  Mr. Wilson advised that the money for 
equipment needed to provide dental services in house was included 
in the CI’s budget for this year.  He also stated that by servicing 
these needs in house, the County will realize a significant savings 
over having to transport and provide security for inmates to receive 
these services off site. 
 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC Independent Contractor Agreement 

This Agreement is made between Spalding County Board of Commissioners 
("Client") with a principal place of business at 119 E Solomon St, Griffin, 
Georgia 30223. 

and Morgan Dental Services, LLC ("Contractor"), with a principal place of 
business at 374 Piedmont Road Barnesville, Georgia 30204. 

1. Services to Be Performed 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC agrees to perform the following limited services:  

Dental Exam, Extractions and X-Rays only. 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC will see twelve (12) to fifteen (15) patients per 
session and extract one (1) tooth per patient. 

2. Payment 

In consideration for the services to be performed by Morgan Dental Services, 
LLC, Spalding County Board of Commissioners agrees to pay Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC at the following rates: Twenty-Five Hundred Dollars 
($2,500.00) per session. One session per month seeing twelve (12) to fifteen 
(15) inmates per session. 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC shall be paid within thirty (30) days after 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC submits an invoice to Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners. The invoice should include the following: an invoice number, 
the dates covered by the invoice, and a summary of the work performed.  If 
not paid within thirty (30) days, a late fee of 10% will be added. 

3. Expenses 

  Morgan Dental Services, LLC shall be responsible for all expenses incurred 
while performing services under this Agreement. This includes travel 
expenses; vehicle maintenance and repair costs; vehicle and other license fees 
and permits; insurance premiums; road, fuel, and other taxes; fines; radio, 
pager, or cell phone expenses; meals; and all salary, expenses, and other 
compensation paid to employees or contract personnel Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC hires to complete the work under this Agreement. 

4. Equipment 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC will provide all needed instruments, anesthetic 
and disposables as well as costs for dental assistants.  Spalding County Board 
of Commissioners will not require Morgan Dental Services, LLC to rent or 
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purchase any equipment, product, or service as a condition of entering into 
this Agreement. 

5. Independent Contractor Status 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC is an independent contractor, and neither 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC nor Morgan Dental Services, LLC's employees 
or contract personnel are, or shall be deemed, Spalding County Board of 
Commissioner’s employees. In its capacity as an independent contractor, 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC agrees and represents, and Spalding County 
Board of Commissioners agrees, as follows: 

• Morgan Dental Services, LLC has the right to perform services for 
others during the term of this Agreement. 

• Morgan Dental Services, LLC has the sole right to control and direct 
the means, manner, and method by which the services required by this 
Agreement will be performed. Morgan Dental Services, LLC shall 
select starting and quitting times, and the order the work is 
performed. Morgan Dental Services, LLC and the Correctional Facility 
will have to agree on the day and work times. Both parties have 
initially agreed on a Monday of each month.  Should there need to be a 
different or additional scheduled day, both the Facility and Morgan 
Dental Services, LLC would need to agree on the change and terms. 

• Morgan Dental Services, LLC has the right to hire assistants as 
contractors or to use employees to provide the services required by 
this Agreement.  This could include other licensed dentists, business 
personnel or any form of dental assistants. 

• All personnel hired would have to meet the background checks and 
security clearance set forth by the Correctional Facility. 

• The services required by this Agreement shall be performed by 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC, Morgan Dental Services, LLC's 
employees, or contract personnel, and Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners shall not hire, supervise, or pay any assistants to help 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC. 

• Neither Morgan Dental Services, LLC nor Morgan Dental Services, 
LLC's employees or contract personnel shall receive any training from 
Spalding County Board of Commissioners in the professional skills 
necessary to perform the services required by this Agreement. 

6. Business Licenses, Permits, and Certificates 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC represents and warrants that Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC and Morgan Dental Services, LLC's employees and contract 
personnel will comply with all federal, state, and local laws and maintain 
licenses and certification as a Dentist within the state of Georgia. 

7. State and Federal Taxes 

Spalding County Board of Commissioners will not: 

• withhold FICA (Social Security and Medicare taxes) from Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC's payments or make FICA payments on Morgan Dental Services, 
LLC's behalf 

• make state or federal unemployment compensation contributions on 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC's behalf, or 

• withhold state or federal income tax from Morgan Dental Services, LLC's 
payments. 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC shall pay all taxes incurred while performing 
services under this Agreement—including all applicable income taxes and, if 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC is not a corporation, self-employment (Social 
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Security) taxes. Upon demand, Morgan Dental Services, LLC shall provide 
Spalding County Board of Commissioners with proof that such payments have 
been made. 

8. Fringe Benefits 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC understands that neither Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC nor Morgan Dental Services, LLC's employees or contract 
personnel are eligible to participate in any employee pension, health, vacation 
pay, sick pay, or other fringe benefit plan of Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners. 

9. Unemployment Compensation 

Spalding County Board of Commissioners shall make no state or federal 
unemployment compensation payments on behalf of Morgan Dental Services, 
LLC or Morgan Dental Services, LLC's employees or contract personnel. 
Morgan Dental Services, LLC will not be entitled to these benefits in 
connection with work performed under this Agreement. 

10. Workers' Compensation 

Spalding County Board of Commissioners shall not obtain workers' 
compensation insurance on behalf of Morgan Dental Services, LLC or Morgan 
Dental Services, LLC's employees. 

11. Insurance 

Spalding County Board of Commissioners shall not provide insurance 
coverage of any kind for Morgan Dental Services, LLC or Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC's employees or contract personnel.  Morgan Dental Services, 
LLC will maintain a minimum of one million dollars (1,000,000) of general 
liability insurance. 

12. Indemnification 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC shall indemnify and hold Spalding County 
Board of Commissioners harmless from any loss or liability arising from 
performing services under this Agreement. 

13. Term of Agreement 

This agreement will become effective when signed by both parties and shall 
continue in full force and agreement until one of the parties terminates the 
agreement as provided below in paragraph 14. 

14. Terminating the Agreement 

Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time by giving 30 days 
written notice to the other party of the intent to terminate. 

15. Exclusive Agreement 

This is the entire Agreement between Morgan Dental Services, LLC and 
Spalding County Board of Commissioners. 

16. Modifying the Agreement 

This Agreement may be modified only by a writing signed by both parties. 

 

17. Resolving Disputes 

If a dispute arises under this Agreement, any party may take the matter to the 
Superior Court of Spalding County Georgia.  

18. Confidentiality 
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Morgan Dental Services, LLC acknowledges that it will be necessary for 
Spalding County Board of Commissioners to disclose certain confidential and 
proprietary information to Morgan Dental Services, LLC in order for Morgan 
Dental Services, LLC to perform duties under this Agreement. Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC acknowledges that disclosure to a third party or misuse of this 
proprietary or confidential information would irreparably harm Spalding 
County Board of Commissioners. Accordingly, Morgan Dental Services, LLC 
will not disclose or use, either during or after the term of this Agreement, any 
proprietary or confidential information of Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners without Spalding County Board of Commissioners’ prior 
written permission except to the extent necessary to perform services on 
Spalding County Board of Commissioner’s behalf.  

19. No Partnership 

This Agreement does not create a partnership relationship. Morgan Dental 
Services, LLC does not have authority to enter into contracts on Spalding 
County Board of Commissioner’s behalf. 

20. Assignment and Delegation 

Neither Morgan Dental Services, LLC or Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners may assign rights and/or may delegate duties under this 
Agreement. 

21. Applicable Law 

This Agreement will be governed by Georgia law. 

Signatures 

Spalding County Board of Commissioners:     

  Rita C. Johnson, Chairperson                            . 
  Printed Name 

 

_____________________________________________________ 
Signature 

_____________________________________________________ 
Date 

Morgan Dental Services, LLC: 
_____________________________________________________ 
Printed Name 

_____________________________________________________ 

Signature 

_____________________________________________________ 

Date 

_____________________________________________________ 

Taxpayer ID Number 

 

 
Motion/Second by Miller/Ray to approve of contract 
with Morgan Dental Services, LLC to provide dental 
services to inmates at the Correctional Institute.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all 
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6. Consider recommendation from Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Commission to partner with Southern Crescent Cycling 
Association to develop a mountain bike trail at the Quilly Street 
Property. 

Mr. Wilson stated this was approved at the last Park and Recreation 
Advisory Commission meeting.   This is a park that will be a good 
fit with the proposed type of trail.  Staff recommends approval. 

Commissioner Miller asked how much the trail was going to cost. 

Mr. Wilson advised that in tax money, there would be no expense.  
Staff is applying for a grant and the match on the grant will utilize 
impact fees. 

Commissioner Ray asked if there was any estimate on how many 
meters/feet of trail will be installed. 

T.J. Imberger, Superintendent of Parks and Grounds advised that 
the plan is to start with a family trail which will be a one mile 
accessible trail for all ages and all types of bikes and progress from 
that point.  Some trails are as much as 20-25 miles in length, but 
they do not anticipate that amount of mileage at this facility.  He 
anticipates that it will expand to 5 or 10 miles of bike trail. 

Commissioner Miller asked how Southern Crescent Cycling 
Association would be involved in this project. 

Mr. Imberger advised that this would be a project much like the 
Griffin Disc Golf Association projects; however, he feels that a 
majority of the labor and construction will be performed by this 
group.  This group is based in Griffin, but cycle outside of Griffin 
because there is no accommodation for them here.  They are 
wanting to build something here, so they don’t have to leave the 
County to enjoy their sport. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Flowers-Taylor to approve the 
recommendation of the Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Commission to partner with Southern Crescent Cycling 
Association to develop a mountain bike trail at the 
Quilly Street Property.  Motion carried unanimously by 
all. 

7. Consider appointment to the Griffin-Spalding County Hospital 
Authority to fill the unexpired term of Charles Releford. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that currently there has been no one placed in 
the book for consideration and requested that this item be tabled 
until the next meeting. 
 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Ray to table the 
appointment to the Griffin-Spalding County Hospital 
Authority to fill the unexpired term of Charles Releford.  
Motion carried unanimously by all. 
 

8. Consider approval on first reading an Ordinance amending the 
Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code Part VII, Chapter 1, Section 7-
1002 to reduce the speed limit on Henry Burch Drive to 25 m.p.h. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated that this amendment is being made at the 
request of Commissioner Flowers-Taylor.  We have monitored the 
speed and traffic in the area and the Sheriff’s Department has also 
visited the area and recommends the speed limit be reduced to 25 
m.p.h. 
 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Ray to approve on 
first reading an Ordinance amending the Motor Vehicles 
and Traffic Code Part VII, Chapter 1, Section 7-1002 to 
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reduce the speed limit on Henry Burch Drive to 25 m.p.h.  
Motion carried unanimously by all. 

9. Consider approval on first reading an Ordinance amending the 
Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code Part VII, Chapter 1, by adding a 
new section, Section 7-1015 Operation and Use of Off-Road 
Vehicles on Public Roads. 
 
James Fortune, County Attorney, stated that this Ordinance is a 
result of the number of four wheelers operating in the right of way 
on County roads.  This activity causes damage to the shoulders of 
the road creating washes and damage that could result in failure of 
the road beds.  This Ordinance basically prohibits the use of four 
wheelers on the road right of ways. 
 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Hawbaker to 
approve on first reading an Ordinance amending the 
Motor Vehicles and Traffic Code Part VII, Chapter 1, by 
adding a new section, Section 7-1015 Operation and Use 
of Off-Road Vehicles on Public Roads.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all. 

10. Consider approval on first reading a Media Production Planning 
and Permitting Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated that due to the frequency of requests from 
filming companies and studios the demand on staff to meet with 
the individuals, agree on pricing for locations, arranging for road 
closures and drafting contracts for rental of buildings, parking lots, 
etc. this ordinance was developed.  
 
Spalding County has never charged a permitting fee for these 
services; however, other entities such as the City of Griffin, Fayette 
County, Henry County, Butts County and other counties all have 
media ordinances that call for some type of permit fees and gives 
detailed specifications so that every situation and company is 
treated in the same manner and charged the same fees. 
 
The ordinance before you will put these permitting procedures and 
fees in codification form.  It has been reviewed by Community 
Development and Mr. Fortune and staff recommends approval. 
  
Motion/Second by Miller/Flowers-Taylor to approve on 
first reading a Media Production Planning and 
Permitting Ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously by 
all. 
 

XI. REPORT OF COUNTY MANAGER 
 

• This year’s Festival of Lights is scheduled for Tuesday, November 
22nd, 2016 at Airport Road Park. 
 

• Spalding County Senior Center Stormwater Agreement with the 
City of Griffin has been signed and returned to the City for their 
approval. 
 

• Commissioner Hawbaker has requested a work session on Tax 
Allocation Districts.  Need dates for the work session and 
suggested a meeting in January of 2017. 
 

• Unsafe housing abatement update.   Today we tore down the first 
house of 2016.  It was in the Highland Mill area.  We had scheduled 
to abate 12 houses and 4 were torn down by the property owners.  
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The Board has approved abatement of the remaining 8 properties 
and those will come down during the month of October. 

 
• Jo Ellis, Senior Center Supervisor, passed away on Thursday, 

September 29th.  Jo was very special to the County and to our 
Seniors. 

 
 The Senior Center will hold a “Celebration of Life” for Jo on 

Wednesday, October 5, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

 Visitation will be on Friday, October 7, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
at Conner Westbury Funeral Home 

 
 Her funeral service will be on Saturday, October 8th at 10:00 

a.m. at Oak Hill Baptist Church. 
 

• The Marquis de Lafayette Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution are planning a commemorative service for 
Revolutionary War Solder Solomon Strickland on Saturday, 
October 22, 2016 at a location off of Smoak Road.  A proclamation 
will be presented to the family at the October 17th meeting. 
 
Commissioner Hawbaker volunteered to present the 
Proclamation to the Strickland Family at the commemorative 
service on Saturday, October 22nd.  
 

• Zombierfest is this weekend, Saturday, October 8th, from 11:00 
a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 6th Street will be closed between Bank Street and 
East Solomon. 

 

XII. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
Commissioner Donald Hawbaker- He wanted to echo Mr. Wilson’s 
comments about Jo Ellis, it is a huge loss for the county and he sends out 
his prayers for her family. 
 
Commissioner Gwen Flowers-Taylor – Stated that since Mr. 
Wilson had been able to work with the City of Griffin on the storm water.  
Would it be possible to talk to the City of Griffin about a special rate for 
irrigation rate for all of the parks? 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that the Water Authority meets next Wednesday and 
the County does have a special rate for the wastewater treatment plant, 
he stated that he would have added to that agenda to ask the City if we 
can get the same rate for irrigation in the parks.  He added that the 
contract negotiations are coming up with the Water Authority and the 
City of Griffin he will also make it a part of that new contract where any 
irrigation that the County has will be at a reduced rate. 
 
Commissioner Raymond Ray – Also wanted to echo every ones 
sentiments regarding Jo Ellis, she was a Spalding County Sweetheart and 
she will be sorely missed.  
 
Commissioner Bart Miller – Wanted to share his condolences 
regarding Jo Ellis, she will be greatly missed. 
 
He stated that he didn’t want to appear as the “bad guy” on the Pickleball 
project; he voted for the $957,000 project and he realizes that the costs 
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have been reduced, but he is depending on the facility to be low 
maintenance and he will be watching to make sure that this facility 
remains low maintenance. 
  
Chairperson Rita Johnson extended condolences to the Ellis family 
on the loss of Ms. Jo. 
 
Chairperson Johnson stated that she would be giving an update on Main 
Street and the new jobs that have been established at the next meeting. 
   

XIII. CLOSED SESSION  

Chairman Johnson requests an Executive Session for discussion or 
deliberation on the appointment, employment, compensation, 
hiring, disciplinary actions or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or 
rating of a county officer or employee as provided in O.C.G.A. 50-14-
3(6). 

Motion/Second by Ray/Flowers-Taylor to enter into 
closed session at 7:10 p.m.   Motion carried unanimously 
by all. 

Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Hawbaker to adjourn 
closed session at 7:49 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 
by all 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Ray to adjourn the 
meeting at 7:50 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously by all.   

 
 
 
/s/_______________________    /s/______________________  

Rita C. Johnson, Chairperson       William P. Wilson, Jr., Clerk    
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