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Board of Commissioners of Spalding County 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, June 3, 2013 

6:00 PM 

Meeting Room 108, Courthouse Annex 
 

The Spalding County Board of Commissioners held their Extraordinary Session in Room 108 in 
the Courthouse Annex, Monday, June 3, 2013, beginning at 6:00 p.m. with Chairman Gwen 
Flowers-Taylor presiding. Commissioners Raymond Ray, Rita Johnson, Samuel Gardner and 
Bart Miller were present. Also present were County Manager William P. Wilson Jr., Attorney 
Jim Fortune and County Clerk, Ex-Officio Ricky L. Clark Jr. to record the minutes. 
 

I. OPENING (CALL TO ORDER) – Chairman, Gwen Flowers-Taylor 

II. INVOCATION – led by Commissioner Gardner 

III. PLEDGE TO FLAG – led by Raymond Ray           

IV. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS - NONE 

V. PRESENTATIONS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS- NONE 

VI. CITIZEN COMMENT 

Speakers must sign up prior to the meeting and provide their names, addresses and topic in which they 
will speak on. Speakers must direct all comments to the Board only. Speakers will be allotted three (3) 
minutes to speak on their chosen topics and relate to matters pertinent to the jurisdiction of the Board 
of the Commissioners. No questions will be asked by any of the commissioners during citizen 
comments.  Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated. Common courtesy and civility are 
expected at all times during the meeting. 

Jesse Maddox- 301 Bucksnort Road   Griffin, Georgia 
Mr. Maddox spoke in reference to the proposed FY’ 14 Budget. Mr. Maddox stated that as a county 
employee he has lost three (3) different times. He stated that he is a citizen of the county and has been a 
Spalding County employee for twenty years. Furthermore, Mr. Maddox stated that as a first responder 
to the needs of citizens, he realizes the situation. He requested that the Board take a deep look into the 
budget and its effect on employees. 

LaShanis Ballard- 1759 Park Place   Griffin, Georgia 
Ms. Ballard spoke in reference to her utility bill. Ms. Ballard stated that she is a mother of twins and has 
a full time job but only receives part time hours. In addition, Ms. Ballard stated that she has complained 
to the City of Griffin every month about her extremely high utility bill. Ms. Ballard advised that her 
utility bill is over $400 per month. She requested that the County help her and advised the Commission 
that no one is even in her residence at night. Furthermore, Ms. Ballard stated that her energy bill is 
$502.00 due to the City of Griffin advising that she has previous balances.  

Chairman Flowers-Taylor requested that County Manager Wilson speak with Ms. Ballard regarding 
this matter.   

VII. MINUTES – 

1.   Consider approval of Minutes of the following: May 14, 2013 Budget Review Session, May 
20, 2013 Budget Review Session; May 20, 2013 Extraordinary Session; May 20, 2013 
Zoning Public Hearing; May 23, 2013 Zoning Public Hearing; May 23, 2013 Budget 
Review Session.  

  Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve Minutes of the following: May 
14, 2013 Budget Review Session, May 20, 2013 Budget Review Session; May 
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20, 20 Extraordinary Session; May 20, 2013 Zoning Public Hearing; May 
23, Zoning Public Hearing; May 23, 2013 Budget Review Session. Motion 
carried unanimously by all.  
 

VIII. CONSENT AGENDA – 

1. Consider approval, on second reading, Application #13-01Z: CF MH II South Hampton, 
LLC, Owner- Bloom Sugarman Everett, LLP, Agent – 5291 Old Atlanta Road (30.931 acres 
located in Land Lot 108 of the 3rd Land District) – requesting a rezoning from C-1, Highway 
Commercial, to R-1, Multiple-Family Residential. 

2. Consider approval, on second reading, Amendment to UDO #A-13-01: Quarterly adoption 
of official zoning map in revised Geographic Information Systems (GIS) platform as applicable 
to unincorporated Spalding County. 

3. Consider approval, on second reading, and ordinance amending the 2013 Budget Ordinance 
to provide for receipt of grant funds and lease proceeds. 

 Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion 
carried unanimously by all.     

IX. OLD BUSINESS –  NONE 

X. NEW BUSINESS -  

1. Consider approval of amplification permit as requested by Raymond Dender for an outdoor 
wedding reception to be held on Saturday, June 8, 2013 beginning at 6:00 p.m. and ending at 
10:00 p.m. The event will be held at the Dender Lake Manor located at 1300 Moore Road, 
Griffin, GA. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve amplification permit as requested 
by Raymond Dender for an outdoor wedding reception to be held on Saturday, 
June 8, 2013 beginning at 6:00 p.m. and ending at 10:00 p.m. The event will be 
held at the Dender Lake Manor located at 1300 Moore Road, Griffin, Georgia. 
Motion carried unanimously by all.  

2. Consider request from State Court Solicitor and State Court Judge to approve contract with 
The English Law Group for Assistant Solicitor Services. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve request from State Court Solicitor 
and State Court Judge to approve contract with The English Law Group for 
Assistant Solicitor Services. Motion carried by a vote of 3-2 with 
Commissioners Flowers-Taylor & Johnson opposing.  

3. Consider proposals for Liability, Property and Casualty Insurance for FY 2014. 

Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve low bid in the amount of $536,153 
as submitted by OneBeacon for Liability, Property and Casualty Insurance for 
FY 2014. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

4. Consider request from the Council on Aging to utilize “Big Blue” for a trip to Memphis, 
Tennessee on either September 12th or September 26th for a three day, two night trip. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve request from Council on Aging to 
utilize “Big Blue” for a trip to Memphis Tennessee for a three day, two night 
trip. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

5. Consider approval of Healthways SilverSneaker Provider Agreement. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve Healthways SilverSneaker 
Provider Agreement. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

6. Consider approval, on first reading, Ordinance #2013-04, to amend the Spalding County 
Code of Ordinances, Section 6-1089 by implementing a $50.00 fee for premises inspections. 
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Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve on first reading, Ordinance #2013-
04, to amend the Spalding County Code of Ordinances, Section 6-1089 by 
implementing a $50.00 fee for premises inspections. Motion carried 
unanimously by all.  

7. Consider proposal from Falcon Design Consultants for additional field survey work on East 
McIntosh/N. Hill Street Intersection to provide necessary information for additional concept 
plan.  

Motion/Second by Johnson/Ray to approve proposal from Falcon Sign 
Consultants for additional field survey work on East McIntosh/N. Hill Street 
Intersection to provide necessary information for additional concept plan. 
Motion carried unanimously.  

8. Consider Resolution to amend the ACCG 457(b) Deferred Compensation Plan for Spalding 
County to allow plan-to-plan transfers for the purchase of permissive past services credit 
under the Peace Officers’ Annuity and Benefit Fund of Georgia and the Georgia Firefighters’ 
Pension Fund.  

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve Resolution to amend the ACCG 
457(b) Deferred Compensation Plan for Spalding County to allow plan-to-plan 
transfers for the purchase of permissive past services credit under the Peace 
Officers’ Annuity and Benefit Fund of Georgia and the Georgia Firefighters 
Pension Fund. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

9. Consider approval of Timber Management Contract with Joel Vinson & Associates for the 
Dundee Lake, N. 9th Street and Williamson Road properties.  

Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve Timber Management Contract 
with Joel Vinson & Associates for the Dundee Lake, N. 9th Street and 
Williamson Road properties. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

10. Consider cancellation of the July 1, 2013 regular scheduled meeting. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve cancellation of the July 1, 2013 
regular scheduled meeting. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

11. Consider setting a date and time for a workshop on the current Purchasing Policy and 
proposed Purchasing Policy.   

Board Consensus to hold workshop on July 15, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. in Meeting 
Room 108 of the Spalding County Courthouse Annex.  

XI. REPORT OF COUNTY MANAGER  

a) There will be a joint workshop with the Griffin Housing Authority on Tuesday, June 4, 
2013 beginning at 10:00 a.m. 

b) Allen-Smith Consulting is working with the Griffin-Spalding Development Authority and 
the University of Georgia on a grant application for EDA Funding Assistance. GSDA and 
UGA wish to construct a Food Product Innovation and Commercialization Center behind 
the current Food Science Building on UGA’s Campus in Griffin. As part of the grant 
application process, EDA would like to see the impact of this facility on the both the local 
and regional areas. Consequently, Allen-Smith would like to have a letter of support from 
Spalding County. Board consensus to allow Chairman to execute a letter of support.  

XII. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 

Miller- Commissioner Miller advised that he is not in favor of a millage increase. 
Furthermore, Mr. Miller noted that there are other places that the budget can be cut. In 
closing, Commissioner Miller stated that we are paying people for jobs they are not 
actually performing. 
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Gardner- ARC is soliciting letters of interest for grants for transportation alternatives. 
Commissioner Gardner advised that this program requires a 20% match from Spalding 
County. Should the County wish to participate, Commissioner Gardner stated that the 
Rails for Trails study would be a good project for this grant. To get the Rails for Trails 
study underway, the County would need to get the engineering completed. Mr. Wilson 
noted that this project is estimated to cost anywhere from $600,000 to $800,000. The 
20% match would be approximately $120,000 to $160,000. Board consensus not to 
proceed with submittal of a letter of support for this project.  Additionally, 
Commissioner Gardner requested the status of road striping on High Falls Road. He 
noted that they only completed one line.  

Johnson- This has been a tough budget year but she commended the Board for a great 
job. Commissioner Johnson noted that she will make it he point to go visit County 
Departments to help her better understand what it is that they do; thus, helping her 
become more acclimated with the budget.    

Flowers-Taylor-  Thanked Commissioner Johnson for making herself available to help 
on insurance. Chairman Flowers-Taylor questioned if a definitive policy for long term sick 
leave had been established. Mr. Wilson noted that he plans on bringing this before the 
Board at their next regularly scheduled meeting. Furthermore, Chairman Flowers-Taylor 
thanked staff for their work on the budget and noted that it is still not sealed in cement. In 
closing, Chairman Flowers-Taylor noted that she still feels that longevity is a bonus.  

XIII. CLOSED SESSION –  NONE 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to adjourn at 7:23 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously by all.  

 

 

 


