
 

 
Board of Commissioners of Spalding County 

Extraordinary Session 

Monday, September 15, 2014 

6:00 PM 

119 E. Solomon St., Meeting Room 108 

 
 
 

The Spalding County Board of Commissioners held an Extraordinary Session in 
Room 108 of the Courthouse Annex, Monday, September 15, 2014, beginning at 
6:00 p.m. with Chairman Samuel Gardner presiding.  Commissioners Raymond 
Ray, Gwen Flowers-Taylor, Rita Johnson, and Bart Miller were present.  Also 
present were County Manager William P. Wilson Jr., Jim Fortune, County 
Attorney, Chad Jacobs, Community Development Director and Kathy Gibson, 
Executive Secretary to record the minutes.  

 

I. OPENING (CALL TO ORDER) led by Chairman Samuel Gardner. 
  

II. INVOCATION – led by Commissioner Rita Johnson. 
 

III. PLEDGE TO FLAG – led by Chairman Samuel Gardner. 
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS 
 

1. Consider proclamation declaring September 27, 2014 East Side Family 
Community Day. 
 
Ms. Joyce Hollis thanked the commissioners for the recognition given to the 
East Side Family Community Day.  She stated that this was an event that 
started approximately 20 years ago, it was for the residents of the East Side 
Community, but the event has grown and now they have people coming back to 
visit who haven’t been back to the community in years.  She stated that for the 
event this year, they have sold over 200 tee-shirts to commemorate the 20th 
year of the event. 

 
Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson & Flowers-Taylor to declare 
September 27, 2014 as East Side Family Community Day.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all. 

 
2.  Presentation by Mr.Shaheer Beyah and Ms. Carmar Walker regarding the 

first annual Making Griffin/Spalding Better Together Conference planned for 
November 1, 2014.  

 
W. Theodore Harris, who is a member of the Making Griffin/Spalding Better 
Together Conference committee, made the presentation  for Mr. Shaher Beyah 
and Ms. Carmar Walker who were unable to attend this meeting.   Mr. Harris 
advised that there would be a community conference on Saturday, November 
1st, 2014 from 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. on the University of Georgia campus.  
The purpose of the conference is to unite the citizens of Griffin and 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Spalding County as we address challenges effecting the quality of life in our 
communities.  The theme of the conference is “Working Together to Improve 
Lives.” 
 

V.  PRESENTATIONS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
 

1.  Consider approval of financial statements for the two month period ended 
August 31, 2014.  

 
Motion/Second by Ray/Flowers-Taylor to approve the financial 
statements for the two month period ended August 31, 2014.  
Motion carried unanimously by all. 

 
 
VI.  CITIZEN  COMMENT 

 
Speakers must sign up prior to the meeting and provide their names, addresses and 
topic in which they will speak on. Speakers must direct all comments to the Board 
only. Speakers will be allotted three (3) minutes to speak on their chosen topics 
and relate to matters pertinent to the jurisdiction of the Board of the 
Commissioners. No questions will be asked by any of the commissioners during 
citizen comments. Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated. Common 
courtesy and civility are expected at all times during the meeting. 

 
Jesse Maddox, 301 Bucksnort Road.  Mr. Maddox voiced his concerns over the 
Public Works personal grooming policy. 

 
 
VII.   MINUTES - 
 
1. Consider approval of the Minutes for the August 18, 2014 Special Called Meeting, 

the August 18, 2014 Closed Session and the August 18, Extraordinary Session of the 
Board of Commissioners. 

 
Motion/Second by Ray/Miller to approve the Minutes for the August 18, 
2014 Special Called Meeting, the August 18, 2014 Closed Session and the 
August 18, Extraordinary Session of the Board of Commissioners.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all 

 
 
VIII. CONSENT AGENDA - 
 

1. Consider approval on second reading Ordinance 2014-04 amending the 
Licensing and Regulation Ordinance Part VI, Article A, Section 6-1012, relating 
to renewal of alcohol licenses in Spalding County. 

 
Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve on second reading 
Ordinance 2014-04 amending the Licensing and Regulation 
Ordinance Part IV, Article A, Section 6-1012, relating to renewal of 
alcohol licenses in Spalding County.  Motion carried unanimously by 
all. 
 



 

 
 

 
IX.  OLD BUSINESS - 
 

1. Conduct public hearing for the 2014 Capital Improvement Element (CIE) and 
Short Term Work Program (STWP). 

 
Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to open the public hearing for the 
2014 Capital Improvement Element (CIE) and Short Term Work 
Program (STWP).  Motion carried unanimously by all. 
 
Chad Jacobs, Community Development Director, was asked to give a summary of 
the Capital Improvement element (CIE) and the Short Term Work Program 
(STWP) so the public would be informed of the purpose of the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Jacobs advised that Spalding County collects impact fees and the State of 
Georgia requires that on an annual basis the county report to the Department of 
Community Affairs and the Regional Development Commission on the projects 
that are funded by the fees.  We have a list of projects established in 2006 and we 
update the list on an annual basis and submit it to these agencies. 
 
Ms. Jewel Walker-Harps, 103 McEthel Drive, asked if the projects on the list were 
published. 
 
Mr. Jacobs stated that the projects are published and available in the Community 
Development office once they are approved by the Department of Community 
Affairs. 
 
Ms. Walker-Harps inquired as to what type of projects were on the list. 
 
Mr. Jacobs advised that in the past the funds have been utilized for 75% of the 
purchase of Dundee Lake Park, purchase of new fire trucks,  the construction of 
the L.B. Norton Fire Station and the Thomaston Mills Park playground.  The 
funds can only be utilized for tangible items, for example, you can build a fire 
station, but you cannot utilize the funds for staffing the fire station.  A fire truck 
can be purchased, but the fire fighters to be place on the truck cannot be funded. 
 
Ms. Walker-Harps then asked if the public is allowed to submit projects to be 
considered for the funding.   
 
Mr. Jacobs stated that the way the funds have been distributed up to this point 
has been done through department requests.  The distribution is broken down 
into six categories:  Library, E911, Fire, Parks and Recreation, the jail and 
Homeland Security. 
 
Mr. Wilson, County Manager, advised that there is a Park and Recreation master 
plan and the projects from Parks and Recreation are drawn from that master plan. 
 
Mr. Jacobs stated the Impact fee is a fee that is charged on each building permit 
issued by Spalding County.  Any type of development whether it is a housing or  
 



 

 
 
commercial development is going to have an impact on a community.   
 
Ms. Walker-Harps wanted to know if what they are doing in the Fairmont 
Community and Rusenwald School, if that could somehow be included in the Park 
and Recreation projects to be considered. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated that she believed the project Ms. Walker-
Harps is referencing at one time was part of the Parks and Recreation master plan 
and that she would check on that and get back to Ms. Walker-Harps. 

 
Motion/Second GFT/Ray to close the public hearing for the 2014 
Capital Improvement Element (CIE) and short Term Work Program 
(STWP).  Motion carried unanimously by all.. 

 
2. Lift from the table - Consider approval of Resolution authorizing transmittal 

to Three Rivers Regional Commission of the 2014 Capital Improvements 
Element (CIE) and Short Term Work Program (STWP) and incorporation of 
these changes into the Spalding County 2025 Comprehensive Plan. 

 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Johnson to lift from the table the 
Resolution authorizing transmittal to Three Rivers Regional 
commission of the 2014 Capital Improvements Element (CIE) and 
Short Term Work Program (STWP) and incorporation of these 
changes into the Spalding County 2025.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all. 

 
3. Consider approval of Resolution tabled at the August 15, 2014 Regular Meeting 

authorizing transmittal to Three Rivers Regional Commission of the 2014 
Capital Improvements Element (CIE) and Short Term Work Program (STWP) 
and incorporation of these changes into the Spalding County 2025 
Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor then asked Mr. Jacobs to advise everyone at the 
meeting of the changes that were being made to the Spalding County 2025 
Comprehensive plan. 
 
Mr. Jacobs then stated that due to the down turn in the economy and the 
reduction in construction and the requests for building permits in the county, 
the funding for the projects have not materialized.  Over the past five years we 
have been able to complete some of the projects and have them reflect a 
completed status; however, now we have gotten to the larger items on the list 
and the funding is not available. 
 
Mr. Jacobs stated that like many of the other communities in the State of 
Georgia, the project list for Spalding County has had to be revisited to see what 
projects are possible.  Mr. Jacobs the advised that he had met with T.J.  
 
 
Imberger, Parks Superintendent, to see if there were any projects that could be  
considered utilizing the funds that are currently available.  



 

 
Mr. Jacobs stated that there is one project, the “Rails to Trails” project that has 
been ready for implementation since 2011.  This project is essentially a trail 
system that starts at Dundee Park that follows the old Roosevelt Railroad rail 
bed on up into Henry County.   We are proposing that we use the current funds 
to do the first 1/3 of that trail.  It is our hope that by using some of the Impact 
Fee funds that we can get some economic redevelopment going in a 
economically depressed area of the county. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve the Resolution tabled 
at the August 15, 2014, Regular Meeting authorizing the 
transmittal to Three Rivers Regional Commission of the 2014 
Capital Improvements Element (CIE) and Short Term Work 
Program (STWP).  Motion carried unanimously by all.  

 
 
X.  NEW BUSINESS - 

 
1. Announcement of 2014 SPLOST Committee Volunteers. 

 
Mr. Wilson advised that Press Releases have been sent out and the call for 
SPLOST Committee Volunteers has been posted on the website.  To date we have 
received a total of eleven volunteers to date for the 2014 SPLOST Committee. 
 
2014 SPLOST Committee nominations:  Barron Cumming, Don Hawbaker, Kelley 
Henderson, Vickie Hennessey, Beth Horne, Chelsea Jacobs, Michelle Knight, Dr. 
LaTanya McCloud Barkley, Joseph Martin, Tim Peeples and David Melton.  These 
are the folks who have volunteered and they will be working to present the 
SPLOST to the voters.   
 
Mr. Wilson also stated that the county employees, county commissioners, etc. 
cannot go out and ask citizens to pass the SPLOST or vote for the SPLOST, but we 
can provide detailed information on what the projects are, what collections are 
and items of that nature. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated that we are still accepting volunteers and he is hoping that 
someone from this group will step forward to chair this committee. 

 
2. Consider request from the Bethlehem Elementary PTO, 1000 Academic 

Parkway, Locust Grove, GA for an outside amplification permit for their 2014 
Celebrity Golf Tournament to be held at the Sun City Golf and Country Club, 
1390 Jordan Hill Road on October 8, 2014 from 10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m. 
 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Miller to approve the 
amplification permit for Bethlehem Elementary PTO for their 
2014 Celebrity Golf Tournament to be held at Sun City Golf and 
Country Club, 1390 Jordan Hill Road, on October 8, 2014 from 
10:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.  Motional carried unanimously by all. 

 
3. Consider request from Henry Warren for an Outside Amplification Permit for a 

horse riding event at 680 S. McDonough Road event on Saturday, September 
27, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. 



 

 
Motion/Second by Johnson/Flowers-Taylor to approve the 
amplification permit for Henry Warren for the Horse Riding event 
to be held at 680 S. McDonough Street on Saturday, September 27, 
2014 from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Motion carried unanimously 
by all. 

 
4. Consider adoption of the 2014 Spalding County Tax Levy. 

 
Mr. Wilson stated that the Tax Levy sets the millage rate for the county and the 
fire district.  Mr. Wilson advised that earlier today the Board of Education met 
and set their recommended rate.  None of the rates have changed, it will still be 
16.01 for the county, 4.17 for the fire district and 19.47 for the Board of Education.  
Mr. Wilson advised that the City of Orchard Hill is adopting their tax levy tonight 
as well, the City of Sunny Side would be adopting theirs tomorrow and the City of 
Griffin will be adopting theirs next week.   
 
Motion/Second by Miller/Ray to approve adoption of the 2014 
Spalding County Tax Levy.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 

 
5. Consider appointment to the Spalding County Personnel Appeals Board to fill 

the unexpired term of Lisa Waller to expire December 31, 2016. 
 
Mr. Wayne A. Smith, 714 Maple Drive was nominated to fill the 
unexpired term of Lisa Waller.  Motion failed, vote 2/3 (Flowers-
Taylor/Johnson/Miller). 
 
Mr. Eddie Goss, 105 Parham Road, was nominated by 
Commissioner Miller to fill the unexpired term of Lisa Waller.  
Motion carried 3-2 (Gardner/Ray). 

 
6. Consider agreement with CellTower Solutions to assist the Tax Assessors office 

in discovery of cellular towers and cellular equipment located at wireless 
telecommunications facilities within Spalding County. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that this expense has been budged by the Tax Assessors 
office.  The Board of Assessors had a presentation by this company last year and 
included the cost of their services in their budget request for this year.  Mr. 
Wilson further stated that this company would come into the county and 
perform an audit of all cell towers in the county to make sure that they are 
correctly reporting all of the equipment on the tower and housed in the 
structure associated with the tower.  Other counties have performed this 
exercise and found that the cellular companies tend to under report the 
personal property to the tax assessors office. 

 
 Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve the agreement with 

CellTower Solutions to assist the Tax Assessors office in discovery of  
cell towers and cellular equipment located at wireless 
communications facilities within Spalding County.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all.   

 
 



 

 
 
 
7. Consider approval of contract for Instructor to provide required GDOC courses 

to inmates at the Spalding County Correctional Institution as recommended by 
Warden Sikes. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that the current individual who had been trained and 
approved by the Georgia Department of Corrections has notified the Warden 
that she is moving out of state.  The Warden approached the Georgia 
Department of Corrections and asked for recommendations of someone who is 
certified and approved by the DOC to teach the courses.  Warden Sikes has 
located an individual who is qualified and has the certification to teach these 
required courses.  This individual will be compensated at the same rate as the 
departing instructor that being $1,200 per month and the individual will teach 
all of the required courses to the inmates at the Correction Institute.  Mr. 
Wilson stated that this is a budgeted expense.  
 
Motion/second by Johnson/Ray to approve contract for Instructor 
to provide required GDOC courses to inmates at the Spalding 
County Correctional Institute as recommended by Warden Sikes.   
 
Commissioner Flower-Taylor then asked what courses would the individual be 
teaching at the CI. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that the instructor will be teaching courses in Matrix Early 
Recovery, Matrix Relapse Prevention, Re-entry Motivation for Change, Moral 
Reconnection Theory and will be teaching GED classes.  These courses are all 
Department of Corrections mandated training that the inmates must complete 
to qualify for release. 
 
Motion carried unanimously by all. 

 
8. Consider approval on first reading of an amendment to the Code of Spalding 

County, Part VII Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 1 General Traffic 
Regulation, Section 7-1014 Speed Limits in Subdivisions by adding additional 
subdivisions to the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated that in 2006, 2007 and 2008 when subdivision were being 
developed in the county the board of commissioners adopted an ordinance 
setting a speed limit of 25 miles per hour for any subdivision that was deeded to 
the county.  At that time, we thought that we had a complete listing of 
subdivision; however, we have discovered that there were approximately 24 
subdivisions that were not included as part of this ordinance.  This amendment 
will add the 24 additional subdivisions to the 18 currently contained in the 
ordinance.  
 

 Motion/Second by GFT/Miller to approve on fist reading an 
amendment to the Code of Spalding County, Part VII Motor Vehicles 
 
 
 



 

 and Traffic, Chapter 1 General Traffic Regulation, Section 7-1014 
Speed Limits in Subdivision by adding additional subdivision to the 
ordinance.  Motion carried unanimously by all.  . 

 
9. Consider approval on first reading of an amendment to Code of Spalding 

County Laws of Local Application, Part VII - Motor Vehicles and Traffic, 
Chapter 1 - General Traffic Regulations, Section 7-1013 Authorization of 
motorized carts. 
 
Jim Fortune, County Attorney, advised that our ordinance currently reads that 
an individual who has a learner’s license could operate a golf cart if they had 
another licensed driver in the cart with this.  Unfortunately, this did not 
preclude a 16 year old with a valid license accompanying the individual with a 
learner’s license.  We reviewed this and thought the age of the licensed drive 
should mirror the state law; therefore we are amending the ordinance to mirror 
state law allowing an individual with a learner’s permit to operate a golf cart, 
but they will have to be accompanied by a licensed driver 21 years of age or 
older. 

 
 Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve on first reading an 

amendment to Code of Spalding County Laws of Local Application, 
Part VII - Motor Vehicles and Traffic, Chapter 1 - General Traffic 
Regulations, Section 7-1013 Authorization of motorized carts.  
Motion carried unanimously by all. 

 
10. Consider renewal of County Manager's employment contract for the 2015 

Calendar Year. 
 

Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to renew the County Manager’s 
employment contract for the 2015 Calendar Year.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all.   

 
11. Commissioner Flowers-Taylor would like to discuss the Griffin Housing 

Authority Partnership, Land Bank ownership of homes in need of demolition 
and the aesthetic additions requested to be included in the minimum housing 
code. 

 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated that Mr. Bob Dull came to the board and 
stated that the Griffin Housing Authority would be tearing down several of their 
properties in order to reconstruct market based housing along with a small 
percentage of subsidized housing.  At that time, he also shared with us that their 
purview in this area starts at the center of the city and goes out 15 miles in every 
direction which would include the county.  He indicated that they would like to 
partner with us in regard to several projects that are ongoing.   
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor indicated that the project that Ms. Walker-Harps 
has asked about, Rusenwald School, was one of the projects we were going to 
partner with the Housing Authority, because they have the right of condemnation, 
they are able to get rid of blighted houses without going through the process that 
the 
 
 



 

 
county has to go through with the two year waiting period.  The Housing 
Authority has access to federal government funds as well as state funds, they have 
the ability to levy grants.  They have the money to help with the trails and parks 
and they have the money to do these projects.  Commissioner Flowers-Taylor 
indicated that we never got back with them on partnering and she feels it would be 
advantageous for the county to partner with this entity. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated that there is an issue with properties 
currently owned by the Land Bank.  She stated that she has had numerous 
complaints from different residents about properties on North Hill Street that are 
left wide open, properties in the Bleachery area that are dilapidated.  There are 
two houses that sit next to each other on Sixth Street in East Griffin, one has a tree 
growing up through the roof on the house and the other has debris and trash in 
the yard and overgrown bushes around it.  When Chad Jacobs check on the 
ownership for those houses, it was discovered that they belong to the Land Bank 
Authority.  All of these houses are wide open, if there was anything in them worth 
taking, it is gone.  These houses are just the shells and are serving as a den for 
crime and a haven for the homeless and illegal activities.  In addition, the pests 
and insects that are bred in these abandoned houses make their way onto the 
surrounding properties causing problems. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor asked for the board to come up with some type of 
relief for the neighbors of these affected properties.   
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated that at the time the board passed the 
minimum housing code requirements several years ago, there had been a 
discussion surrounding minimum yard standard requirements.  She further stated 
that the City of Griffin has requirement that if the grass in your yard is over 18” 
tall you are issued a warning, then if action is not taken within a certain period of 
time, a citation is issued to the property owner.  Commissioner Flowers-Taylor 
stated that she is concerned because in the county, especially in her district, 
people have all kinds of stuff on their front porch.  According to Mr. Jacobs, the 
ordinance states that as long as the windows are not blocked and the door is not 
block that they are in compliance with the ordinance. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor requests that the minimum housing code be 
amended to improve aesthetics of the homes in the county by providing some 
control over upkeep of yards and debris that can be scattered in yards and on the 
porches of homes.   
 
Mr. Wilson stated that Mr. Galloway could not be present at the meeting this 
evening to address these matters; however, he will be at the Zoning Public 
Hearing.  Mr. Wilson advised that Mr. Galloway is going to finish up the 
minimum housing code ordinance.  Mr. Wilson did state that they are having 
some problems with staffing at the Land Bank Authority and that he will get with 
Mr. Dull about possible county membership or what we need to do to get involved 
with the Housing Authority. 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
XI.  REPORT OF COUNTY MANAGER  

1. Introduced Kayla Smith, who will be interning in the Community Development 
Department.  Ms. Smith is majoring in Public Policy and is currently a senior at 
the Andrew Young School of Policy Studies.  She is interning with the county as 
part of her studies and requirements for graduation. 
 

2. Spalding County has been notified that the Smithsonian is going to have a 
museum on main street travelling exhibition that is entitled “Home Town 
Teams:  How Sports Shape America.”  The Spalding County Parks and 
Recreation Department has been talking with the Board of Directors at the 
Athletic Hall of Fame.  We would submit an application to host this exhibition at the 
Athletic Hall of Fame in Spalding County.  This went before the Park and Rec 
Advisory Board last week and they did approve moving forward with an application.  
Mr. Wilson stated that he had contacted Kenny Smith and Curtis Jones and they 
have both agreed to assist in any way that the City and the Board of Education can 
possibly help. 

 

3. The Board of Commissioners was sent an email regarding ARC Representation.  
As you know Chairman Gardner will not be here in January to attend the ARC 
meeting and we need to start thinking about who on the commission would 
have the necessary time to attend these meetings and functions.  This is to 
remind you that this is coming up and this is something that we need to be 
considering. 

 

4. The Community Development Department contacted staff to advise that the 
Zoning Public Hearing dates actually fall on the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays and need to be changed.  Mr. Wilson advised that if we have agenda 
items for those hearings we have historically had only one meeting in the 
months of November and December and had both the Board meeting and the 
Public Zoning meeting on the same date.  If it is okay with the Board we will 
plan to change the Public Zoning Meeting to the same night as the Board of 
Commissioners meeting, the first Meeting in November and first meeting in 
December. 

 

Consensus of the board was to move the Public Zoning Meeting to the first meeting of 
the month in November and first meeting of the month in December. 
 

5. We received an invitation to Annual Kiwanis Barbeque to kick off the Fair is 
scheduled for Wednesday, October 1, 2014 at noon at the Kiwanis of Griffin 
Center located at the Kiwanis Fairgrounds. 
 

6. The next Zoning Public Hearing is scheduled for September 25th at 6:00 p.m., 
we have 8 items on the agenda, two of those items were from the meeting last 
month that was cancelled.  Mr. Wilson asked if everyone would be able to make 
the zoning meeting.  Commissioners Flowers-Taylor, Ray and Miller indicated 
that they would be in attendance. 

 



 

 
 

7. The final item deals with the Clerk of Court and the Board of Equalization.  We 
receive a letter from a gentleman who serves on the Board of Equalization 
concerning his payment for serving on that Board.  According to the letter, he 
has not received payment for May, June or July.  Mr. Wilson stated that he had 
personally spoken with the Clerk of Court and had received her assurance that 
it would be taken care of that very day; however, to this date the payment has 
not been requested.  Mr. Wilson asked the Board how they would like for him 
to address the issue. 

 

Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated that she saw the letter that had been sent 
to the Clerk of Court and she agreed that not paying the Board of Equalization 
Members was not the thing to do; however, the Clerk of Court is a 
constitutional officer, elected by the people of the county and her boss is the 
Governor of the State of Georgia.  Therefore, the complaint should be made 
with the Governor’s office and not with the Board of Commissioners.  
 
Commissioner Johnson asked the County Attorney what he would recommend. 
 
Mr. Fortune stated that the Clerk of Court is a Constitutional Officer and he 
confirmed that the Board of Commissioners could not make her do anything.  
The individuals who are owed money could bring a mandamus action, but the 
board cannot do it for them.  There may be a Clerk of Court Association that 
could assist in this request.  The only recourse these people would have is to 
band together and issue a writ of mandamus in order to get paid.   

 
XII.   REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 

Commissioner Miller thanked Mr. Wilson for the list of roads for resurfacing and 
paving.  Commissioner Miller was not happy that Vaughn Road was not on the list as 
it is a highly traveled road and it is really in bad shape.  Covington Road is not on the 
dirt road list either.   
 
Mr. Wilson suggested that since the SPLOST is a pay as you go that the county re-
evaluate the ranking list for both the resurfacing and dirt roads as well.   
 
Commissioner Miller stated that Malloy Road where it intersects SR16, there is a 
sharp curve and hill there and you cannot see.  If there is something that could be 
done in clearing off the side of the road, it would be a big help. 
 
Mr. Wilson asked Commissioner Miller to bring this up to Jack Reed at the GSATC 
meeting on Wednesday and Mr. Wilson will follow it up with an email. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated that she was glad the board could do the 
proclamation for the East Side reunion.  A lot of the people who lived there at that 
time are in their 80’s and 90’s.  It was an area of the county where the African 
American population actually flourished.   
 

Commissioner Flowers-Taylor asked if the county had received the right-of-way for 
Pineview.   



 

 
Mr. Wilson confirmed that we actually have all of the right-of-way for Pineview. 

Commissioner Flowers-Taylor  stated that she had received a complaint from Mr. 
Drury on Northside Drive, there is no street striping on Northside Drive.  He also 
stated that people have a tendency to speed through the area and this may be 
something that we want to talk to the Sheriff about reducing the speed limit on that 
road. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor then wanted to know why we couldn’t provide our kids 
the use of the bus for their football games out of town.  She wanted to look at raising 
money to come up with some means of transportation for Spalding County leagues to 
travel out of town.  
  
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor also stated that the utility costs have risen for the 
Animal Shelter since the air conditioning system has been installed.  She wanted to 
know if the old gas chamber that currently is not being used and takes up a huge 
amount of space could be removed and the steel from the unit could be recycled and 
the money go toward the paying the utility cost for the shelter. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor also expressed her concern over the fact that the 
citizens of Spalding County are still are not aware that we have buses available.  She 
also wanted to know if the buses could be utilized to carry the teams to their out of 
town games. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor then addressed the matter of the Public Works 
Personal Grooming Policy and stated that she felt that it was far reaching and if it was 
going to be adopted, it should be adopted county wide.  She asked the County Manager 
to get with the HR Director on this Department’s Policy. 
 
Commissioner Johnson wanted to remind everyone that the intergovernmental retreat 
is coming up in October.  It is one that the County, the cities, the Board of Education 
and Chamber of Commerce will be meeting and she is looking forward to it. 
 
Commissioner Ray asked that everyone keep the Monroe County Sheriff’s Department 
in their thoughts and prayers as well.   
 
He wanted to thank William Wilson for everything that he does for the County. 
 
Commissioner Ray wanted to remind everyone that the Fire Department will be 
hosting a golf tournament this Thursday and the funds raised will go to purchase toys 
for children in Spalding County who may not have Christmas if not for this effort on 
the part of the fire department every year. 
. 
Chairman Gardner wanted to thank all of the County employees for all they do 
everyday for the citizens of our community. 
 

XIII. CLOSED SESSION – None. 

XIV.  ADJOURNMENT 

Motion/Second by Miller/Ray to adjourn at 7:40 p.m.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all. 


