
 
Board of Commissioners of Spalding County 

Regular Meeting 

Monday, May 4, 2015 

6:00 PM 

Meeting Room 108, Courthouse Annex 

 

The Spalding County Board of Commissioners held their Regular Meeting in 
Room 108 in the Courthouse Annex, Monday, May 4, 2015, beginning at 6:00 
p.m. with Chairman Rita Johnson presiding. Commissioners Bart Miller, 
Raymond Ray, Gwen Flowers-Taylor and Donald F. Hawbaker were present. 
Also present were County Manager William P. Wilson Jr., Assistant County 
Manager, Eric Mosley, County Attorney, Jim Fortune and Kathy Gibson, 
Executive Secretary to record the minutes.   
 
I. OPENING (CALL TO ORDER) by Chairman Rita Johnson. 

II. INVOCATION led by Commissioner Donald Hawbaker. 

III. PLEDGE TO FLAG led by Commissioner Bart Miller. 

IV. PRESENTATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 

1. Terri Jenkins, Fire Management Specialist for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
to present the Fire Adapted Communities Fire Service Leadership Award to Eric 
Mosley, Spalding County Assistant County Manager. 
 
Ms. Jenkins stated that while he was employed by the Forestry Commission Eric 
was a tireless worker.  She referred to Eric as a “ball of fire” and you may have to 
put a little water on him to cool him off from time to time because he is always 
going.  She stated that she is proud for Eric on his new position, even though it 
was the Forestry Commission’s loss. 
 
Ms. Jenkins stated that this is the first time the National Wildfire Mitigation 
Award has been presented, there are only 21 of these awards given nationally.  
This award is the highest honor that one can achieve for outstanding work and 
significant program impact in wildfire preparedness and mitigation.   The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service nominated Eric for his work.   She stated that they 
appreciate the work that he did as a part of the Forestry Commission and wish 
him the very best in the future. 
 
Eric Mosley, Assistant County Manager, accepted the award and recognized 
other members of the Georgia Forestry Commission who were present:  Mark 
Wiles, Jeff Kenerly (Chief Ranger for Spalding County) and Beryl Budd.   He also 
introduced his wife, Joy and his two sons, Nash and Scout. 

 
2. Consider approval of Proclamation designating Tuesday May 19, 2015 as "Iris 

Charter Chapter 1620 American Business Women's Association Day" in 



Spalding County. 
 

 Nadine Tift, current President of the ABWA Iris Charter Chapter 1620.  She 
stated that they are very proud of the civic contributions that the Chapter has 
made and she is proud of the mission of this Chapter. 

 
 Motion/Second by Ray/Flowers-Taylor to approve the 

Proclamation designating Tuesday, May 19, 2015 as “Iris Charter 
Chapter 1620 American Business Women’s Association Day” in 
Spalding County.  Vote carried unanimously by all 

 
V. PRESENTATIONS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – None. 

VI. CITIZEN  COMMENT 

Speakers must sign up prior to the meeting and provide their names, addresses and 
topic in which they will speak on. Speakers must direct all comments to the Board 
only. Speakers will be allotted three (3) minutes to speak on their chosen topics and 
relate to matters pertinent to the jurisdiction of the Board of the Commissioners. 
No questions will be asked by any of the commissioners during citizen comments. 
Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated. Common courtesy and civility are 
expected at all times during the meeting. 

 
Richard Oglesby, 30 First Street, East Griffin, stated that some part of his 
family has lived at this location since the 1940’s.  Substandard housing for example 
#17 and #29 Lakeview Avenue.  These houses are in awful condition by any standard.  
He asked that the County be more aggressive on this area with regard to substandard 
housing. 
 

Jennifer Douglas, 1823 Rover-Zetella Road, Williamson spoke with regard 
to barking dogs at 1817 Rover-Zetella Road.  She stated that dog pens have been 
placed approximately 50 feet from her home, she is requesting that the pen be placed 
50 feet from the property line and not from the neighbors’ home.  Ms. Douglas asked 
that the barking dog ordinance be readdressed.   

 
Jennifer Buress, 208 Spring Street wanted to thank the Board for recent 
improvements in the Highland Mill Village area.  She stated that Code Enforcement 
has made strides in the area, but there are still pockets of hoarders in the area who 
have weekly yard sales.  She wanted to extend her thanks for getting some of the 
houses cleaned up.   

 
VII. MINUTES - 
 

1. Consider approval of the Minutes for the April 6, 2015 Regular Meeting and the 
April 23, 2015 Zoning Public Hearing of the Spalding County Board of 
Commissioners. 
 



Motion/Second by Ray/Flowers-Taylor to approve the Minutes of 
the April 6, 2015 Regular Meeting and the April 23, 2015 Zoning 
Public Hearing of the Spalding County Board of Commissioners.  
Motion carried 4-0-1 (with Commissioner Miller recusing himself 
because he wasn’t present for the Zoning Public Hearing).   

 
VIII. CONSENT AGENDA - 
 

1. Consider approval on second reading an ordinance amending Section 12-
1016(b)(2) of the Animal Control Ordinance by striking said subparagraph (g) 
in its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof a new paragraph (g) regarding the 
establishment of fees and designation of Veterinary Clinics. 
 

2. Consider approval on second reading:  Amendment to UDO #A-15-01: Article 1. 
General - Section 106:A - amend Uniform Development Standards adopted by 
Spalding County. 
 

3. Consider approval on second reading: Amendment to UDO #A-15-02: Article 
5. AR-1 - Section 503(C) (6), Article 6. AR-2 - Section 603(C)(5), Article 7. R-1 - 
Section 703(C)(6), Article 7A. R-1A – Section 703A(C)(6), Article 8. R-2 - Section 
803(C)(6), Article 8A. R-2A - Section 803A(C)(6), Article 10. R-4 - Section 
1003(C)(6) and Article 11. R-5 - Section 1103(C)(6) - amend non-commercial 
garden, including greenhouse and other customary garden structures. 
 

4. Consider approval on second reading: Amendment to UDO #A-15-03: Article 2. 
Definitions of terms Used - Section 203:S - Amend definition of Manufactured 
Home, Class A. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Miller to approve the Consent Agenda as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 

 
IX.  OLD BUSINESS – None. 

 X.  NEW BUSINESS - 

1.  Consider approval of the following amplification permits as requested by Chris 
Smith of the Griffin Moose Lodge for several outdoor events to be held on the 
following dates at the Griffin Moose Lodge located at 1435 Zebulon Road: 

 
 May 25, 2015 Memorial Day Family Pool Event from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 June 20, 2015 Luau Pool Event from 7:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
 July 4, 2015 July 4th Family Pool Event from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 September 7, 2015 Labor Day Family Pool Event from 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
 
Motion/Second by Miller/Ray to approve the amplification permits 
as requested by Chris Smith of the Griffin Moose Lodge for several 
outdoor events to be held on May 25, June 20, July 4 and September 
7, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 
 



2. Consider approval of an Amplification Permit submitted by Union Baptist 
Church to host a Memorial Day Celebration and Picnic at 1405 N. McDonough 
Road on Sunday, May 24th, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Motion/Second by Flowers-Taylor/Miller to approve an 
amplification permit submitted by Union Baptist Church to host a 
Memorial Day Celebration and Picnic at 1405 N. McDonough Road 
on Sunday, May 24th, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all. 
 

3. Consider request from Eagles Way Church for the use of the Annex Parking lot 
and meeting room for their "Mid Georgia Doc Holiday Festival" September 25-
26, 2015. 
 
Motion/Second by Miller/Flowers-Taylor to approve the request of 
Eagles Way Church for the use of the Annex Parking lot and meeting 
room for their “Mid Georgia Doc Holiday Festival” on September 25-
26, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 
 

4. Consider approval of an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Georgia 
Department of Corrections for the contracted care and custody of State 
Offenders at the Correctional Institute in Spalding County. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that this is our annual agreement with the Department of 
Corrections, the contract brings in approximately $2.8M into the General Fund.  
We budget $20/per day, 365 days for 384 inmates. 
 
Motion/Second by Miller/Ray to approve an Intergovernmental 
Agreement with the Georgia Department of Corrections for the 
contracted care and custody of State Offenders at the Correctional 
Institute in Spalding County.  Motion carried unanimously by all.  
 

5. Consider renewal of lease with the Department of Veterans Services located at 
819 Memorial Drive, Griffin, GA. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that this is an annual lease with the Department of Veterans 
Services.  This location is provided as a service to our Veterans who would have 
to go to Macon, Columbus or Atlanta if this location was not available. 
 
Motion/Second by Miller/Ray to renew the lease with the 
Department of Veterans Services located at 819 Memorial Drive, 
Griffin, GA.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 
 

6. Consider approval of an addendum to the Intergovernmental Agreement 
between Spalding County and the City of Griffin for the North Hill Street 
Corridor Transportation Project, Intersection No. 2. 
Mr. Wilson stated that the Intergovernmental Agreement that we currently have 



with the City of Griffin states that we will each pay 50% of the design and 
engineering costs for this intersection.  The addendum covers the right-of-way 
acquisition and the construction portion of the project.  The addendum states that 
the County will be responsible for the County’s right-of-way acquisition costs and 
the City will be responsible for the City’s right-of-way acquisition costs on this 
project.  Additionally, the City will be the lead agency on the construction of the 
project and the County will reimburse the City for our 50% of the construction 
costs once we approve the bidder on the construction and it takes place. 
 
Motion/Second by Hawbaker/Flowers-Taylor to approve an 
addendum to the Intergovernmental Agreement between Spalding 
County and the City of Griffin for the North Hill Street Corridor 
Transportation Project, Intersection No. 2.  Motion carried 4-1 
(Miller). 
 

7. Consider approval of the Service Agreement for Operation of the Three Rivers 
Regional Transit System in Spalding County. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Hawbaker to approve the Service 
Agreement for Operation of the Three Rivers Regional Transit 
System in Spalding County.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 
 

8. Establish date for Public Hearing on proposed Animal Sterilization 
Requirement Ordinance and Unaltered Animal Permit Ordinance. 
 
Consensus of the board is to hold a Public Hearing on Thursday, June 4th @ 
6:00 p.m. on the proposed Animal Sterilization Requirement Ordinance and the 
Unaltered Animal Permit Ordinance. 
 

9. Consider appointment of two members to the Executive Committee of the 
Griffin-Spalding County Archway Partnership. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that the Griffin-Spalding Archway Partnership had suggested 
that the sitting County Manager and the Chairperson for the Board of 
Commissioners be appointed to the Executive Committee.  
 
Motion/Second Ray/Flowers-Taylor appoint Chairperson Rita 
Johnson and County Manager, William Wilson to the Executive 
Committee of the Griffin-Spalding County Archway Partnership. 
   
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor did express her concern that the core group for this 
board seems to be made up of everyone but “regular” people.   She did state that 
she has no problem with the appointees.   She is concerned if the same group of 
people are on numerous committees it will limit fresh ideas. 
 



Chairperson Johnson invited everyone to come to one of the meetings and 
become familiar with the Executive Board being formed and what is going on 
within this program. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated that copies of the Agendas, minutes and meeting notices would 
be forwarded to the Board so if anyone would like to attend can do so.  He also 
advised that the Executive Committee will be meeting sometime in the next few 
weeks to interview the Archway Executive who will be hired by UGA as our 
representative who will be embedded in the community.  Those interviews will 
start next week.  UGA has already done the initial screening of the applicants and 
will be sending the top candidates for interview by the local Committee. 
 
Motion carried unanimously by all. 
 

 
XI.  REPORT OF COUNTY MANAGER  

 CodeRed Early Warning System for County Residents – We sent out a Press 
Release on April 27th letting everyone know that we now use CodeRed as our 
early warning system for Spalding County.  CodeRed bought out FirstCall and 
have taken over the services for FirstCall. 
 
Mr. Wilson advised that Code Red is able through their GIS system to take a 
notice from the U.S. Weather Service and if the warning only effects a certain 
area of the County, that area will receive the notice, not the entire County. 
 

  2015 Leadership Griffin/Spalding Graduation on April 30, 2015.  Mr. Steven 
Arnold with Animal Control, Jacoya Clinkscales from Parks and Recreation, 
Jo Ellis from the Senior Center, Richard Gray from Public Works, Kathy 
Gibson from Administration, Carl Humphrey,  our new Warden, Rico 
McCreary at E-911 lead dispatcher, Wanda Smallwood at Voters Registration 
and Elections, Scott Sullivan at Public Works and Greg Thaxton from Parks 
and Recreation.  Mr. Wilson wanted to congratulate everyone who completed 
the program and wanted to thank the Department Heads for allowing them to 
attend and the Commissioners for budgeting the money for this class. 

 
 Disc Golf Tournament on Wednesday, May 6, 2015 at the Disc Golf Course at 

Wyomia Tyus Park.  He encouraged everyone on the Board to attend. 
 

  National Day of Prayer, May 7, 2015 at Noon on the Courthouse Veranda 

 Georgia Forestry Commission hosting a Customer Appreciation Day for the 
Clayton-Lamar-Pike-Spalding-Upson Unit on May 27, 2015 from 11:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m. at 2394 Yatesville Highway, Thomaston, GA, 
 

 Proposed Budget was delivered to the Board of Commissioners over the 
weekend.  We are in the process of completing the Department by Department 
detail and have it available for review on Novus Agenda this week.  We were 



able to meet all of the Board of Commissioners’ goals of the retreat without a 
tax increase and that is based on Don Long, the new Chief Appraiser, who tells 
me for the first time in several years we will have an increase in the digest this 
year. 
 

XII. REPORT OF COMMISSIONER 

Commissioner Hawbaker – Wanted to thank Mr. Wilson for accompanying 
him to a Town Hall Meeting at the Sun City Community Center.  He stated that 
he had received a lot of positive feedback on the meeting and on the details that 
Mr. Wilson was able to provide.   
 
Commissioner Hawbaker also wanted to thank Chief Appraiser Don Long who 
gave a presentation the next week educating residents on property tax valuation 
and assessment and that information was well received.  
 
Commissioner Hawbaker wanted to congratulate the Sheriff’s Department on the 
Chicken Q for Pam Doss and her husband who lost their house and most of their 
belongings in a fire, there was a good turnout for that and hopefully they were 
able to raise enough money to cover their insurance deductible. 
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor – Nothing 
 
Commissioner Ray stated that the District Attorney for the Griffin Circuit is 
having their Law Enforcement Appreciation Banquet tomorrow night at the First 
Baptist Church in Fayetteville starting at 6:00 p.m.  Commissioner Ray will be 
attending for Spalding County.   
 
He wanted to give big thanks an “Atta boy” to Warden Humphey and the CI 
leadership for hosting two breakfasts for the personnel at the CI for Correctional 
Officer and Nurses Appreciation Week this week. 
 
Commissioner Miller stated that he had referred a lot of people to the Tax 
Assessors Office who have talked with Don and everyone has been very impressed 
with their conversations with his office.   
 
He stated that although property values may increase by 2%, we shouldn’t sit here 
and start giving out money because we have expenses in the pipeline like the 
purchase of Airport Park, the Sheriff’s Hanger and Airport Bonds that are on the 
horizon that are going to require funding.  We need to be careful and considerate 
with the taxpayers’ money.  He stated that, in his opinion, we shouldn’t be giving 
any pay raises or hiring any additional people until we know what the digest is 
going to be.  We need to hold the reigns in on our spending until we know what 
is going to happen. 
 
Chairperson Johnson wanted to give a couple of big congratulations one to 
Eric Mosley, she stated that we are proud to have him on board.   Thanked Kathy 



Gibson for completing the leadership program.  She wanted to congratulate the 
ABWA for completing 30 years. She stated that both she and Commissioner 
Flowers-Taylor are members of the ABWA. 
 
Chairperson Johnson also stated that she is looking forward to budget hearings 
next week. 
 

XIII. CLOSED SESSION – None. 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion/Second by Miller/Hawbaker to adjourn at 6:59 p.m.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all.   


