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EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 
 
The Extraordinary Session of the Spalding County Board of Commissioners was held in Room 108 in the 
Courthouse Annex, Monday, February 18, 2008 beginning at 6:00 o’clock p.m. Commission Chairman Edward 
Goss, Jr. presided, and Commissioners Eddie Freeman and Johnie McDaniel were present.  Absent were: 
Commissioners Gwen Flowers-Taylor and David Phillips. Also present were County Manager William P. 
Wilson, Jr., Assistant to the County Manager Paul Van Haute, Administrative Services Director Jinna L. 
Garrison, Community Services Director Chuck Taylor, County Attorney James R. Fortune, Jr., and Yvonne 
Langford to record minutes. 
 
 I. OPENING (CALL TO ORDER) – Chairman Edward Goss, Jr. 

 II. INVOCATION  - Commissioner McDaniel 

 III. PLEDGE TO FLAG – Led by Assistant to the County Manager Paul Van Haute 

 IV. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS/RECOGNITION 

1. Steve Harless would like to address the Board regarding Animal Control issues. 

Mr. Harless’s chief complaint concerned a neighbor, Mr. Jason Lewis, who was currently boarding 
110 dogs on his property primarily for the Humane Society.  He was sympathetic to the plight of 
rescue animals, but this is a residential neighborhood with many children, and there are noise and 
safety issues with this many animals.  Perhaps a solution would be to implement a regulation in the 
Animal Control ordinance to limit the number of animals a household could accommodate.  Many 
maladies have been documented in association with chronic dog barking, such as stress levels 
leading to heart attack, constant  anger, depression, heart disease, etc.  Local government needs to 
implement and enforce aggressive laws designed to address the number of animals allowed and the 
noise levels of barking dogs that are not driven by individual complaints but rather are proactive in 
nature.  Mr. Harless noted he was an animal lover himself, but he urged the Board to remember that 
humans come first.  The Animal Care and Control Advisory Board has been in existence for over 
six months with little action, and several members are on the Humane Society Board.  He requested 
the Board of Commissioners revamp this advisory Board and start the process over with members 
who are more impartial.  Policies from surrounding counties are readily available on the internet.  
He provided commissioners with copies of research that he had completed.   

Mr. Van Haute advised that the Animal Care & Control Advisory Board has worked in several areas 
of concern over the past few months.  Their actions have been broad in nature and have not dealt 
with specific population limitations.  Most of their areas of concern have been with animal 
adoptions, spay/neuter programs, fire safety for animals, methods of euthanasia, etc.  Chairman Goss 
assured Mr. Harless that this Board would indeed look into any and all options available to them to 
resolve this issue.   

2. Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission and Manley, Spangler and Smith will present potential 
conceptual plans for the new Senior Center and a footprint for the future Lifestyle Center.  

As Vice Chairman, Zach Holmes spoke on behalf of the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Commission and presented a concept plan he felt would be very beneficial for the County and for 
the Seniors.  Seniors are a very interested, viable, component of the community and they drive many 
issues locally.  This is a way in which the County can give back to them for all their efforts.   

V. Smith and Tracey Moss detailed the process to date for a new Senior Center on a 46-acre tract 
owned by Spalding County on Carver Road.  Several toured facilities of surrounding counties to 
view their programs and buildings.  The footprint for the Parks and Recreation offices that will be 
included is about 6500 square feet, and the Senior Center will comprise another 22,000 to 24,000 
square feet.  The Senior Center is designed to be Phase I of the project but will be accessible to the 
Lifestyle Center also when both are completed via a courtyard area.  Studies and program analyses 
helped educate them as to footprints and floor plans.  The commons areas incorporate warm, 
receptive areas conducive to gathering instead of more sterile environments.  The receptionist could 
serve both the Parks and Recreation area and the Senior Center, as well.  He identified individual 
storage, meeting/conference, gathering, program, service and administrative areas.  These were 
developed in response to a needs assessment identified for the groups that will utilize the building.  
This plan is conceptual in nature and can be altered as necessary.  Plans for a Health and Fitness 
Center were included for future growth.   

Mr. Holmes advised Commissioner Freeman and the Parks and Recreation offices now are outdated 
and somewhat dilapidated.  So, their desire was to consolidate many needs with the first priority, of 
course, being that of seniors.   

Mr. Wilson noted that essentially the Senior Center, after about 2 or 3 p.m., is not as actively used as 
in the morning hours.  There would be some shared economies that can be realized by putting both 
buildings together in the same location.  Lobby and meeting room space can be shared, as can 
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computer labs, service areas, and administrative areas.  The major of allocated space, however, is for 
the Senior Center, and totals about four times the space of the existing Senior Center.   The space 
allocated for Parks and Recreation is about the same as they currently occupy.  Their present space 
is in extreme demand although the building is not one of our better buildings; so, to accomplish 
these two goals at one time would be cost efficient and program effective.  

 V. PRESENTATION OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS  

1. Consider approval of Financial Statements for the Seven Months Ending January 31, 2008. 

Motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and Freeman to approve the Financial 
Statements for the Seven Months Ending January 31, 2008 carried by a unanimous 3-0 vote. 

 VI. CITIZENS COMMENTS – N/A 

 VII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Speakers must state their names and addresses and direct all comments to the Board only. Speakers will 
be allotted 5 minutes to speak on topics pertinent to the Board’s jurisdiction. No speaker will be allowed 
to readdress the Board without express consent from a Board member. Outbursts from the audience will 
not be tolerated. Common courtesy and civility are expected at all times during the meeting. 
 
Speaking on the issue of animal control were the following: 
Kelly Palmatier, 450 Malier Road, Griffin 
Ms. Palmatier, as Chair of the Spalding County Animal Care & Control Advisory Board, said members 
of this board care strongly about animals. The Board has never had a list of priorities from 
commissioners but they have sought to address probably 20 or 30 different issues of importance. They 
developed a list of goals and prioritized them initially and have worked toward those issues.  Animal 
noise can create some very serious issues, and she welcomed everyone to attend their meetings which 
are held on the second Monday of each month at 5:00 p.m. here in this meeting room. She now realizes 
the issues addressed by Mr. Harless are important to the community, and they will be addressed 
accordingly.  Answers to issues concerning animals do not generally come easily, and everyone thinks 
his or her particular problem is probably the most pressing.   
 
Jason Lewis, 321 Hickory Circle, Griffin 
Mr. Lewis advised they currently have around 50 dogs; their numbers have dropped considerably since 
the last time Mr. Harless addressed this Board on this issue.  He and his wife are pleading desperately 
with all types of rescue groups for assistance as they can no longer handle the boarding of this many 
animals.  They spend three to five hours per day in the care of these animals.  Their boarded animals are 
not neglected and always appear healthy, but many people do not care for their dogs responsibly. They 
have never had an issue of danger with regard to biting, and they try to keep them from others’ property. 
The Humane Society helps maintain the animal population to a degree, both in numbers and financially 
which helps relieve the County of some of the burden for the Animal Shelter.  The Animal Shelter here 
receives more assistance from animal rescue groups than any other county in the state. This does help the 
overpopulation situation here.  However, it has now reached the point where he must weigh the animals’ 
care with concerns for his own family and he is trying all avenues to get the animals adopted.  The 
barking is sporadic and not continuous, but the dwindling population should help alleviate this problem. 
 
Dana Spivey, 149 Heavy Road, Griffin 
Ms. Spivey acknowledged that the Lewis family, who she has know for several years, take good care of 
their animals. She belongs to the Humane Society and they are taking a proactive stance with advertising 
free adoptions and other options to assist with placement.  She detailed the levels of care animals receive 
from the Humane Society and their efforts toward acceptable solutions for the overcrowding. They give 
back to the community in numerous ways with regard to animal care and control.   
 
Walter Cliff Futral, 112 Hickory Circle, Griffin 
Mr. Futral supports the Humane Society himself, but states the situation in this area is really intolerable. 
The dogs he sees on the Lewis property are well cared for, but they create an extreme nuisance from a 
noise standpoint and a dangerous one when they threaten residents. The dogs also chase livestock and 
another neighbor has a blind son they are afraid to leave unattended.  Sanitation is also an ongoing 
problem with runoff and the situation of burying dead animals.  Last week the Spalding County Fire 
Department personnel assessed the number of animals at 110 as they were responding to a call.  He 
requested help from commissioners.  
 
Dawn Lewis, 321 Hickory Circle, Griffin 
Ms. Lewis clarified that, in terms of intake from other counties, about 50% of the dogs they have now 
were pulled from the Spalding County Animal Shelter, with another 40% resulting from strays and 10% 
have arrived from other counties.  This area has proven to be an extreme dumping ground for abandoned 
animals, and they do require a great deal of time.  Their animals are well cared for, but they obviously 
cannot devote the amount of individual attention to each that is really desired.  They are trying to place 
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dogs as quickly as possible and the number should significantly diminish over the next 30 days.  She 
asked that the Board not penalize the Humane Society for their situation as they do so much good 
overall.  They are waiving adoption fees and are actively searching for good homes to adopt the dogs.  
 
Tilman Blakely, 599 Smoak Road, Griffin 
Mr. Blakely said he and his wife have been with the Humane Society here since its inception 25 years 
ago.  The Humane Society is trying its best to address the problem and he requested they let the Humane 
Society continue to try to resolve the issue.  The foster home program is the real backbone of the 
Humane Society and demonstrates the compassion of Spalding County citizens who try to help.  It 
seemed to him that the Advisory Board was working diligently to address many areas of concern.  
 
Carrie Allen and Rusty Allen, 362 Hickory Circle, Griffin 
Many area residents have concerns over the large number of dogs on the Lewis’ property.  They are 
downhill from the Lewis family and are concerned about water contamination.  The Fire Department 
also had issues accessing the property because of the dogs, but her main concern is the safety of her son, 
Rusty, who is blind.  A dog came onto her porch and went into their game room, growling at her and her 
husband.  They had to call Animal Control to remove the dog.  The dogs at the Lewis home are medium- 
to large-sized and can be dangerous when they become loose, which happens routinely.  They do not 
leave their son unattended because he cannot see when these big dogs approach.   
 
Kelly Fulbright, 4622 West Ellis Road, Griffin 
She has been a volunteer with the Humane Society for fourteen years and she advised they could remedy 
the situation with just a little more time.  She was concerned abut arbitrarily limiting the number of dogs 
for a residence as situations vary from household to household.  Until there is a demonstrated problem, 
she did not feel others should be concerned with the number of animals she has in or around her home.   
 
Debbie Ellington, 75 Anderson Road, Griffin 
As President of the Humane Society of Griffin-Spalding County, she felt it was good they had not 
experienced any problems of this nature until now, considering they have been around for 25 years. 
They are trying to rectify the problem on Hickory Circle and they assist the Animal Shelter, as well.   
 
Speaking on the issue of Spalding County sanctioning Little League over USSSA: 
Nancy Dempsey, 1450 Upland Drive, Griffin 
She removed her older son from Spalding County play last year when they went to Little League and 
paid a considerable difference to have him play in Henry County so that he could play to his ability.  She 
left her younger son in Spalding County’s program to give Little League a try but they were unhappy 
with the program.  She felt it was shameful that taxpayers of Spalding County had to go elsewhere for 
quality organized recreation when they could remedy the situation if they so desired.  In Henry County, 
they have to pay that County’s rec fee plus an additional 50% because they are out-of-county.  Her 
family is quite upset about the situation with USSSA not being allowed and the contract with the 
Spalding County Youth Baseball Association being canceled.  These parents are taxpayers and should be 
allowed to use the fields in this county.  While adults are arguing and facing off, over 400 children who 
have signed up just want to play ball.  She urged the Board to come up with a satisfactory resolution. 
 
Cristal Sailors, 196 Oxford Road, Griffin 
Parents are concerned their children will be forced to play Little League if USSSA is not allowed to use 
the fields. Her son has played in Spalding County for five years, but last year with Little League was not 
a good experience and she will not allow him to play with them again.  SCYB has been around for 20 
years, and they understand they are no longer under contract with Parks and Recreation, but they would 
like to be able to use the fields as independents.  Personal issues need to be put aside for the sake of the 
children; over 400 have signed up with SCYB to play baseball and they are ready to start the season 
while Little League has not even established a board.  They cannot be ready to play for probably another 
six weeks.  The several parks available in Spalding County should allow a shared experience, even with 
rec ball and travel ball that would not interfere with Little League season.  Louis Greene told her they 
would be allowed to use the fields as long as they were not occupied by Little League.  He stated they 
will not line the fields or allow their bases to be used, she said.  Some concessions can be made with 
regard to scheduling that will allow the leagues to coexist.  She urged commissioners to help them work 
together, understanding that the equipment involved with and purchased by SCYB did, in fact, belong to 
SCYB.  
 
Fran Brantley, 4334 Birdie Road, Griffin 
She reiterated that parents voted for the SCYB board and wondered why if the County could terminate 
their contract and put out 400+ players who have signed up to play USSSA.  She wondered why both 
leagues could not play.  Wyomia Tyus Olympic Park and AMBUCS are not used at the same times. 
Much misinformation has abounded and some commissioners voted under misconceptions.  The SCYB 
board should be able to do what they desire.   
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Commissioner McDaniel said he was not at the special called meeting with the Board to solicit the three 
different proposals but rather was at a meeting in Arizona.  Ms. Brantley asked why he voted with a 
misconception, and Commissioner McDaniel said he was not sure he was under any misconception.  
 
Ms. Brantley responded Commissioner Flowers-Taylor felt she was misled and recommended another 
vote.  The Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission hate the SCYB Board members and act 
accordingly, suggested Ms. Brantley. 
 
T.J. McDaniel, 171 Davidson Circle, Griffin 
There are 400+ children signed up with another 200+ waiting, and that is just for 13-16 year-olds.  There 
may be another 100 to 200 in the select league.  As a member of the SCYB, he has parents inquiring 
every day about fields to play on, and they have a valid concern as taxpayers who paid for the fields. 
Several people have instructed him to ask his commissioners, so he is present to do that.  Chairman Goss 
directed him to the Parks and Recreation Department. Mr. McDaniel said that Parks and Recreation has 
told him no, and Chairman Goss stated that is probably the way it will be.  Chairman Goss reiterated 
again the negotiations that led to this point and the vote has already been taken to play Little League and, 
subsequent to that, termination of the contract for SCYB.  Mr. McDaniel said SCYB agreed to leave the 
fields as they were if they could play USSSA, and some dispute over the negotiation process ensued.  
There has been stubbornness on both sides, but once Ms. Abbot accepted this letter he presented to the 
Board, he felt they were working to resolve the issue.   
 
Commissioner Freeman said this presented a real dilemma and he did not see why two organizations 
could not play at the same time.  There are plenty of fields for everyone to play.  If Advisory 
Commission Chair Regina Abbott did, in fact, accept this letter offering a compromise from SCYB, then 
something should have been conveyed back to the Board as to their actions.  
 
Lamar Jones, 23 Kennedy Road, Griffin 
Mr. Jones said he and his grandsons, as taxpayers of this County, were going to play on these fields. He 
stated if the County padlocked these fields against them playing on these fields, he would cut the locks 
as a taxpayer of this County.  The County can take action against him but when he returns, he will cut 
the locks again.  These fields do not belong to commissioners but rather to taxpayers of the City of 
Griffin and Spalding County.   
 
Anthony Annis, 625 Parham Road, Griffin 
He played ball in Spalding County as a youth and felt the Parks and Recreation Department was good at 
the time, but these issues are troubling. 
 
Speaking on the issue of the proposed Spalding County Senior Center/Lifestyle Center were: 
Annie Stansell, 267 Walkers Mill Road, Griffin 
She thanked the Board for their responsiveness to the needs of seniors. 
 
Billy Brown, 421 Moose Lodge Road, Griffin 
The seniors present tonight were of one accord: they want this new building.  They are bursting at the 
seams at the current facility, and she thanked the Board for any consideration they can provide.  
 
Robert Parker, 646 Brook Circle, Griffin 
He came to support the Senior Center and Lifestyle Center but he is also a parent with a 9-10 year-old 
who plays baseball.  He is confused and unclear as to what they should do particularly in light of the 
timing of Little League when USSSA is ready to begin play.   
 

 VIII. MINUTES 

1. Consider approval of the minutes of the February 4, 2008 Board of Commissioners Regular 
Monthly Meeting. 

Minutes of the February 4, 2008 meeting were approved by a unanimous 3-0 vote on motion and 
second by Commissioners McDaniel and Freeman. 
 

There was a brief recess to allow a large contingency to clear the room.  

 IX. CONSENT AGENDA – N/A 

 X. OLD BUSINESS 

1. Consider Board appointments for the following: 

- 3-year term to Butts, Henry, Lamar & Spalding County Development Authority – Exp. 12-31-2010 
– For term of Don King that expired 12-31-2007.  On motion and second by Commissioners 
McDaniel and Freeman, vote was unanimous at 3-0 to table until recommended appointment 
received. 
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- 2-year term to Keep Griffin-Spalding Beautiful Committee – Exp. 12-31-2009 – For term of Marvin 
Tackett that expired 12-31-2007.  On motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and 
Freeman, vote was unanimous at 3-0 to table until recommended appointment received. 

- Completion of a 2-year term to Spalding Collaborative – For unexpired term of David Castile, set to 
expire 12-31-2008.  On motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and Freeman, vote was 
unanimous at 3-0 to table until recommended resignation from David Castile is received. 

 XI. NEW BUSINESS 

1. Consider approval of new Alcoholic Beverage License for 2008 – Consumption on Premises – 
Beer, Wine & Liquor for the following: Lynette Daniel, d/b/a Pearl’s Palace, 3931 N. Expressway. 

Mr. Wilson noted all criteria had been met and the application was in order. 

Motion and second by Commissioners Goss and Freeman to approve the new Alcoholic Beverage 
License for 2008 – Consumption on Premises – Beer, Wine & Liquor for the following: Lynette 
Daniel, d/b/a Pearl’s Palace, 3931 N. Expressway carried 2-1, with Commissioner McDaniel 
voting in opposition. 
 

2. Consider approval of new Alcoholic Beverage License for 2008 – Retail Sales – Beer and Wine for 
the following:  Shelina Babwani, President, Shehzad, Inc., d/b/a Prince Food Mart at 3425 Jackson 
Road. 

Mr. Wilson noted all criteria had been met and the application was in order. 

Motion and second by Commissioners Goss and Freeman to approve the new Alcoholic Beverage 
License for 2008 – Retail Sales – Beer and Wine for the following: Shelina Babwani, President, 
Shehzad, Inc., d/b/a Prince Food Mart at 3425 Jackson Road carried by a 2-1 vote with 
Commissioner McDaniel voting in opposition. 

3. Consider approval of final plat for Evans Woods Subdivision (Minor) located off West Ellis Road 
and Campground Road – 15 lots. 

Mr. Taylor said this minor subdivision started off with 19 lots but now comprises only 15 lots since 
four were combined and sold separately.  It begins on West Ellis Road near its intersection with 
Highway 16 and continues around to Campground Road.  There is a question about enforcement of 
the fire hydrant installation, and he desired some direction from the Board of Commissioners on this 
matter.   

Mr. Wilson said several discussions have been held with the Board with several options discussed.  
If the Board approves this minor subdivision tonight, there needs to be some guidance on this 
interpretation.  Should all fire hydrants be installed before any of the 15 building permits are 
allowed, or perhaps should they withhold building permits only on those lots where hydrants are 
necessary?  There are a total of five new hydrants required, not including the several already 
existing on West Ellis Road.   

Mr. Chuck Evans, developer of the minor subdivision, said this was family property and he and his 
sister were selling.  He currently lives in Crawford County and he questioned the necessity of 
closely positioned hydrants when there was more than enough hose available to warrant hydrants at 
longer intervals.  In the final assessment, he will have to give up nearly three acres of land at his 
asking price to provide fire hydrants to improve the County’s water system and which will benefit 
the County.  Lots range in size from 3.3 to 5.0 acres, and he felt all homes would tie onto the water 
system to be County customers, making this a win-win situation for Spalding County.  He felt he 
was being required to do this because the County did not want to pay for the hydrant installation. It 
is a losing proposition for all developers, and it should be a policy that is uniformly enforced.  The 
$26,000 estimated cost is a substantial investment for him.  

Commissioner Freeman advised anyone developing property should be able to install hydrants.  

Mr. Wilson advised Mr. Evans that the County Ordinance had changed to require these hydrants. 
Until the Board of Commissioners further changes that Ordinance, there is no circumventing the 
requirement.  The only thing to be discussed tonight is approval of final plat with this specific issue 
addressed.  Developers have been required to install hydrants since this Ordinance change. The 
majority of subdivisions installed the hydrants before the first permit was allowed.  On major 
subdivisions, which include roads, the developers are required to install fire hydrants and water lines 
before final plat is approved.   

Mr. Taylor reiterated that from a County standpoint, it was quite simply prudent to install fire 
hydrants and have them functional before combustible materials are placed on site for construction.  

Commissioner Freeman said the word subdivision was the key element for him, as opposed to 
someone just trying to sell a lot.  If the development is a subdivision, he felt they should adhere to 
the UDO (Unified Development Ordinance). 
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Commissioner McDaniel said he concurred and, for consistency and ease of management, fire 
hydrants should be installed prior to final plat approval.   

Motion and second by Commissioners Freeman and Johnie McDaniel to approve final plat for 
Evans Woods Subdivision (Minor) located off West Ellis and Campground Roads for 15 lots 
carried by a unanimous 3-0 vote with the condition that all fire hydrants shall be installed prior to 
the issuance of any building permits. 

Mr. Wilson advised he would request the attorney to draft an amendment to the Ordinance that 
would ensure this requirement for the future.   

4. Conduct Public Hearing to consider establishment of street lighting districts for Sun City Peachtree 
for Pods 1B, 33, 36A and Spring Forest Parkway, Phase I, located off Jordan Hill Road. 

The Public Hearing was called to order on motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and 
Freeman by a unanimous 3-0 vote.   

There was no public comment, and on motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and 
Freeman, the Public Hearing was closed by unanimous 3-0 vote.  

5. Consider establishment of street lighting districts for Sun City Peachtree for Pods 1B, 33, 36A and 
Spring Forest Parkway, Phase I, located off Jordan Hill Road. 

Motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and Freeman to establish street lighting districts 
for Sun City Peachtree for Pods 1B, 33, 36A and Spring Forest Parkway, Phase I, located off 
Jordan Hill Road carried by a unanimous 3-0 vote.  

6. Consider revised Tax Allocation District (TAD) legislation. 

Mr. Fortune said he and Representative David Knight conversed this afternoon with legislative 
counsel.  The House and Senate are trying to task a constitutional amendment for the November 
ballot that will allow the use of school funds for these tax allocation districts.  This provision was 
stricken by the Supreme Court in the Beltline case just the other day.  Mr. Knight’s suggestion is to 
go ahead and pass the one we have and it will be in place to include the schools.  If the 
constitutional amendment passes, all will be fine with the inclusion of the schools.  If it does not 
pass, the legislation is still good but will simply reduce by the amount of the school tax the ability to 
fund these districts.  His recommendation is to approve the TAD legislation as it exists.  We have 
sent up the resolution approved by the Board already, but we need to confirm in writing that the 
Board desires to continue.  

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT 

 
To authorize Spalding County to exercise all redevelopment and other powers under Article IX, 
Section II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Constitution and Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the 
“Redevelopment Powers Law,” as amended; to provide for a referendum; to provide effective dates; 
to provide for automatic repeal under certain circumstances; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other 
purposes. 
 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA: 
SECTION 1. 

Spalding County shall be and is authorized to exercise all redevelopment and other powers under 
Chapter 44 of Title 36 of the O.C.G.A., the Redevelopment Powers Law,” as amended. The 
intention of this Act is to authorize Spalding County to undertake and carry out community 
redevelopment, to create tax allocation districts, to issue tax allocation bonds, and to incur other 
obligations within the meaning of and as fully permitted under the provisions of Article IX, Section 
II, Paragraph VII(b) of the Constitution of the State of Georgia of 1983, as amended, and to 
authorize Spalding County to exercise redevelopment powers as fully as the “Redevelopment 
Powers Law” may now or hereafter permit and not to limit any redevelopment powers permitted 
under the “Redevelopment Powers Law,” 
 

SECTION 2. 
Unless prohibited by the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965, as amended, the Spalding County 
Board of Elections shall call and conduct an election as provided in the section for the purpose of 
submitting this Act to the electors of Spalding County for approval or rejection. The municipal 
election superintendent shall conduct that election on a certain date so determined by the 
Spalding County Board of Commissioners, and shall issue the call and conduct that election as 
provided by general law.  The municipal election superintendent shall cause that date and purpose of 
the election to be published once a week for two weeks immediately proceeding the date thereof in 
the official legal organ of Spalding County.  The ballot shall have written or printed thereon the 
words: 
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“(  ) YES Shall the act be approved which authorizes Spalding County to exercise redevelopment 
powers under the “Redevelopment Powers Law, as it may be amended from time to 
time?” 

 (  ) NO    
 
All persons desiring to vote for approval of the Act shall vote “YES,” and all persons desiring to 
vote for rejection of the Act shall vote “NO.” If more than one-half of the votes cast on such 
question are for approval of the Act, then Section 1 of this Act shall become of full force and effect 
immediately. If Section 1 of this Act is not so approved or if the election is not conducted as 
provided in this section, Section 1 of this shall not become effective, and this Act shall be 
automatically repealed on the first day of January immediately following that election date. The 
expense of such election shall be borne by Spalding County. It shall be the municipal election 
superintendent’s duty to certify the result thereof to the Secretary of State. 
 

SECTION 3. 
Except as otherwise provided in Section 2 of this Act, this Act shall become effective upon its 
approval of the Governor or upon its becoming law without such approval. 
 

SECTION 4. 
All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
Motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and Freeman to authorize the County Manager 
to proceed with a written request to Representative David Knight to submit local Tax Allocation 
District (TAD) legislation for a state constitutional amendment on the November 2008 ballot. 

XII. REPORT OF COUNTY MANAGER 

• The City of Griffin has expressed an interest in reviving the issue of a local Land Bank Authority. 
Copies of a letter from Mayor Hollberg regarding this have been placed in commissioners’ boxes.  

• The following are tentative dates to remember in the Comprehensive Transportation Plan process:  
March 20 – 6:00 p.m. will be a Public Input Meeting; March 27 – 4:00 p.m. will be presentation of 
the draft plan; April 21 will be final presentation to the Board of Commissioners in its Extraordinary 
Session; and April 22 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. will be Public Open House. 

• Mr. Wilson noted the passage by the Ways and Means Tax Reform Subcommittee of HR1246, 
along with HB979 and SR796, which address property tax reform amendments. These bills 
represent the Speaker’s Tax Reform Package and would place mandated revenue constraints on 
local governments.  The effects would be profound on county governments.  

• Reminder:  The Spalding County Board of Commissioners retreat will be held on March 1, 2008 at 
the Boy Scouts Flint River Council facility on Zebulon Road from 8:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. 

• Georgia Recreation and Parks Association (GRPA) meetings will be held March 25 and 26, 2008 at 
the Stuckey Auditorium on the UGA Griffin Campus. 

• Water restrictions have been eased with allowances now for hand watering three days per week 
(odd/even allocation) and filling of swimming pools; however, it was noted the 10% required 
reduction is still in place at the local levels. 

XIII. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 

Goss – No comments. 

Freeman – Commissioner Freeman addressed his attendance at ACCG Legislative Conference training 
on annexation, TADs, allocation districts, and other issues held in Atlanta last week. 

McDaniel – Commissioner McDaniel noted the comments of Senator Ronnie Chance regarding passage 
of the two resolutions: 1) the first directed toward freezing of revaluations of residential properties and 
restricting growth to inflation, and 2) another that would freeze all property revaluations and would limit 
valuation increases to 2% for residential and 3% for non-residential property per year.  He questioned 
how this might affect our revaluation process.  

Mr. Wilson noted the Speaker has also revised the Great Plan once again.  Spalding County is moving 
ahead with its reval process which will take about two years to complete after beginning in June 2008.  
A couple of these resolutions take effect in 2009, and the Speaker’s plan would go into effect in 2010.  
Much information is being put out right now but should settle with details over the legislative session in 
the next short while. 

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned on a motion and second by Commissioners McDaniel and Freeman by a 
unanimous 3-0 vote at 7:58 p.m. 
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