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      MINUTES 
 
 

The Spalding County Board of Commissioners held their Extraordinary 
Meeting in Room 108 in the Courthouse Annex, Monday, November 18, 2013, 
beginning at 6:00 p.m. with Chairman Gwen Flowers-Taylor presiding. 
Commissioners Raymond Ray, Rita Johnson, Samuel Gardner and Bart Miller 
were present. Also present were County Manager William P. Wilson, Jr., 
Attorney Jim Fortune and Planning Technician Cindy McDaniel to record the 
minutes. 
 

I. OPENING (CALL TO ORDER) – Chairman, Gwen Flowers-Taylor 

II. INVOCATION – led by Commissioner Samuel Gardner 

III. PLEDGE TO FLAG – led by Commissioner Raymond Ray           

IV. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – 

1. Recognize graduates of the 2013 City of Griffin Leadership Development 
Institute. 

Mr. Wilson introduced representatives from the City of Griffin; Fire Chief 
Tommy Jones and Human Resource Director Miles Neville.   

Chief Tommy Jones stated it was a pleasure to speak with the Board tonight 
briefly about the City of Griffin Leadership Development Institute.  This 
program started about 6 years ago.  Chief Jones stated they are excited to have 
graduated their fifth class including for the first time Spalding County 
employees.  The City of Griffin is pleased to have fostered great relations with 
Spalding County merging together on this program. The students were 
introduced to a whole wide array of topics relative to a career in Government.  
This year’s class of 21 students was their largest class ever with 17 from the City 
of Griffin and 4 from Spalding County. 

Human Resource Director Miles Neville presented certificates to 3 of the 4 
graduates.  Graduates present were Joe Maddox of the Tax Assessor’s 
Department, Barbara Lights of E911 and Rocky White of the Fire Department.  
Mike Windham was not present.  Each of the participants spoke briefly and 
thanked the County for providing them with this educational opportunity. 

 
2. Consider Proclamation declaring the month of November as National 

Hospice & Palliative Care Month. 

Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve Proclamation 
declaring November as “National Hospice & Palliative Care 
Month.”  Motion carried unanimously by all.   

Proclamation was presented by Commissioner Johnson to Janie 
Clark of Brightmoor Hospice and staff. 
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NATIONAL HOSPICE/PALLIATIVE CARE MONTH – NOVEMBER 2013 

 
Seasons of Caring; the Caring of Hospice and Palliative Care 

 
Office of the Board of Commissioners 

Spalding County, Georgia 

 
PROCLAMATION 

 
WHEREAS, hospice and palliative care provide the highest quality of care to patients and families and bring comfort, 

love and respect for all those they serve in communities across the nation and here in Griffin, Georgia; and 

 

WHEREAS, hospice and palliative care professionals- including physicians, nurses, social workers, therapists, 

counselors, health aides, and clergy-providing comprehensive and compassionate care that makes the wishes of each 

patient and family a priority; and 

 

WHEREAS, through pain management and symptom control, caregiver training and assistance, and emotional and 

spiritual support, allowing patients to live fully up until the final moments, surrounded and supported by the faces of 

loved ones, friends, and committed caregivers; and 

 

WHEREAS, the provision of quality hospice and palliative care reaffirms our belief in the essential dignity of every 

person, regardless of age, health, or social status, and that every stage of human life deserves to be treated with the 

utmost respect and care; and  

 

WHEREAS, home care and hospice services build upon a strong tradition of care and compassion, striving to keep 

families together while preserving an individual’s independence and dignity in the setting of their choice…home; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Board of Commissioners by virtue of the authority vested in the Board, 

do hereby proclaim November 2013 as National Hospice/Palliative Care Month and encourage citizens to increase 

their understanding and awareness of care at the end of life and to observe this month with appropriate activities and 

programs. Furthermore, we commend Brightmoor Hospice for raising the awareness of the offering of hospice in 

Spalding County.  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 18th day of November, in the year of our Lord two 

thousand thirteen and caused this seal to be affixed. 

Gwen Flowers-Taylor, Chairman 

William P. Wilson, Jr. County Manager 

 

 

3. Consider Proclamation declaring November 22-28, 2013 as Farm-City Week. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Miller to approve Proclamation declaring 
November 22-28, 2013 as “Farm-City Week.”  Motion carried 
unanimously by all.   

Proclamation was presented by Commissioner Gardner to 
Cooperative Extension Coordinator Wade Hutcheson and 
President of Farm Bureau Charles Rucks. 
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Farm-City Week 
 

WHEREAS: Georgia farmers and ranchers play a key role in providing food, clothing, shelter and fuel to 

our state, national and the world by producing a bounty of agricultural products.  To do this, they rely on 

essential partnerships with urban and suburban communities to supply, sell and deliver finished products 

Rural and urban communities working together have made the most of our state’s rich agricultural resources 

as they contribute to the health and wellbeing of our state, our country and to the strength of our economy; 

and 

 

WHEREAS: During Farm-City Week in Georgia, we recognize the importance of this cooperative 

network.  Agriculture contributes more than $65 billion annually to Georgia’s $786.5 billion economic 

output.  One in seven Georgians work in agriculture, forestry or agriculture-related field; and 

 

WHEREAS: The agricultural industry provides us with food, clothing and shelter as well as fuel for our 

energy needs.  As we welcome new opportunities for trade, the hard work and successful cooperation 

between farmers and city workers will continue to play a vital role in our state and nation’s future; and 

 

WHEREAS: Farm-City collaborations help maintain and improve our food and fiber supply and 

contribute to a better quality of life for our citizens.  We commend the many Americans whose hard work 

and ingenuity reflect the true spirit of America and help to ensure a prosperous future for all; and 

 

WHEREAS: This week, as we gather with family and friends around the Thanksgiving table, it is fitting 

that we count among our blessings the vital farm-city partnerships that have done so much to improve the 

quality of our lives; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE  

BE IT RESOLVED We, the Spalding County Board of Commissioners, do hereby proclaim November 

18-22, 2013 as  

 

    Farm-City Week 

 
 and do hereby call upon citizens in rural and urban areas to acknowledge and 

celebrate the achievements of all those who, working together, produce and supply 

our community and nation with an abundance of agricultural products.  

   

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the Seal of the County to be affixed 

this, the 18th day of November, in the year of our Lord, two thousand thirteen. 

 

Gwen Flowers-Taylor, Chairman 

William P. Wilson, Jr., County Clerk 
 

V. PRESENTATIONS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

1.          Consider approval of Financial Statements for the four month period ended 
October 31, 2013. 

Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve Financial Statements 
for the four month period ended October 31, 2013. Motion carried 
unanimously by all. 
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VI. CITIZEN COMMENT  

Speakers must sign up prior to the meeting and provide their names, addresses and 
topic in which they will speak on. Speakers must direct all comments to the Board 
only. Speakers will be allotted three (3) minutes to speak on their chosen topics and 
relate to matters pertinent to the jurisdiction of the Board of the Commissioners. No 
questions will be asked by any of the commissioners during citizen comments.  
Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated. Common courtesy and civility are 
expected at all times during the meeting. 

David Horne  404 Maddox Road,  Griffin, Georgia 
Mr. Horne stated he was before the Board in regards to an Aquatic Center as a Park 
and Recreation Project for the upcoming 2014 SPLOST. Mr. Horne stated he attended 
the City Commissioners meeting last week and submitted this same request to them.    
His proposal to the City was that the City and County split a percentage of the cost to 
operate an Aquatic Center.  He has been advised that Spalding Regional Medical 
Center and the G/S school system would be interested using the facility.  Mr. Horne 
thanks the Board for their time regarding this matter. 
 

VII. MINUTES – 

1.      Consider approval of Minutes of the November 4, 2013 Regular Meeting and 
the November 4, 2013 Executive Session.    

  Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve aforementioned 
minutes. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

VIII. CONSENT AGENDA –  

1.        Consider approval, on second reading, Ordinance #2013-15 to amend the 
Spalding County Code of Ordinances, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section 6-2004, Item 
(e) – relating to no thru trucks for:  Hudson Road beginning at Macon Road to 
Griffin City Limits & East College Street beginning at Macon Road to Griffin 
City Limits.  

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve on second reading, 
Ordinance #2013-15 to amend the Spalding County Code of 
Ordinances, Part VI, Chapter 2, Section 6-20045, Item (e) – 
relating to no thru trucks for:  Hudson Road beginning at Macon 
Road to Griffin City Limits & East College Street beginning at 
Macon Road to Griffin City Limits.  Motion carried unanimously 
by all.  

SPALDING COUNTY, GEORGIA 

STREET USE ORDINANCE 

ORDINANCE NO.  2013-15 

 

AN ORDINANCE 

TO AMEND THE CODE OF SPALDING COUNTY, GEORGIA, TO PROVIDE FOR NO 

THROUGH TRUCKS ON CERTAIN COUNTY ROADS. 

 

BE IT RESOLVED AND ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Spalding County, Georgia, 

as the governing authority of said County, as follows: 
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Section 1.  That the Code of Spalding County, Georgia be amended in Part VI, Chapter 2, Section 6-

2004, Item (e), relating to no through trucks on streets, by adding paragraph (61) & (62) as follows: 

 

(61) Hudson Road, from Macon Road to the Griffin City Limits 

(62) East College Street, from Macon Road to the Griffin City Limits 

 

 Section 2.  The within ordinance shall be and become effective immediately upon its adoption by the 

affirmative vote of a majority of the members of the Board of Commissioners of Spalding County, 

Georgia, present at two meetings, as provided in Section 2-1005 of the Code of Spalding County, 

Georgia; and upon the erection of signs as required herein by the public works forces of Spalding 

County, Georgia. 

 

Section 3.  All ordinances, or parts of ordinances, in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

IX. OLD BUSINESS –   

1. Consider approval for 2014 LMIG (Local Maintenance & Improvement Grant) 
project application. 

Mr. Wilson stated Spalding County’s allocation is $552,573.34 to use for local 
maintenance and improvement programs.  We have historically used this for 
resurfacing.  Since Spalding County did not pass the T-SPLOST, we are 
required to match that 30% or $165,172for a total of $718,000 available for 
resurfacing.  The resurfacing being done currently costs $95,000 per mile.  We 
budgeted $100,000 for the 2014 LMIG.  We had every paved road ranked in 
Spalding County 1-9 with 1 being the worse and 9 being the best.  We took the 
roads that were ranked 1 & 2 to fit this formula of $720,000 and complied the 
list attached. Those roads total 7.2 miles or a total of $720,000.   

Mr. Miller stated he had been contacted by several residents on Covington 
Road (dirt road) which is about .4 of a mile.  They gave the right-of-way in 
2008.  Right of way has been cleared yet nothing has been down.  It is hard to 
travel up and down the road. Mr. Wilson advised he will check on this matter. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve 2014 LMIG (Local 
Maintenance & Improvement Grant) project application.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all. 

X. NEW BUSINESS – 

1. Consider authorizing submittal of Assistance to Firefighters Grant Application 
for FY 2013 for the replacement of self-contained breathing apparatus at the 
Spalding County Fire Department. 

Spalding County applied for and received Assistance to Firefighters Grant in 
2005 and purchased air packs that time.  The Chief and Deputy Chief 
recommend we apply this year for new replacement air packs.  The new air 
packs will be 2013 NFPA compliant whereas the ones we have now are 2002 
NFPA Compliant. The Grant requires a 10% match which would be $33,600.  
$40,000 was budgeted for grant matches in the Fire District fund.   If not 
awarded the grant, we will not be spending the money.   
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Motion/Second by Miller/Gardner to approve authorizing 
submittal of Assistance to Firefighters Grant Application for FY 
2013 for the replacement of self-contained breathing apparatus at 
the Spalding County Fire Department.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all.   

2. Consider approval of agency contracts for programs and services under the FY 
2014 Community Services Block Grant (CSBG). 

Mr. Wilson stated at the October 7th meeting the Board approved the 
acceptance of the CSBG allocation for Spalding County from the Federal 
Government.  These are the individual contacts in regards to the CSBG funds.  
The first contract is Council on Aging $72,471.50, second for Salvation Army 
$26,840 and third for Grant Administration $17,868.50 with Three Rivers. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve agency contracts for 
programs and services under the FY 2014 Community Services 
Block Grant (CSBG).  Motion carried unanimously by all. 

3. Consider renewal of Coca-Cola Vending Contract for a three year period ending 
March 31, 2016. 

Mr. Wilson stated Spalding County has had a long term relationship with Coca-
Cola.  In our parks, you will notice the scoreboards say Coca-Cola on them.  In 
the past if you bought from Coca-Cola, they would provide you scoreboard for 
each locations and maintenance at no cost.  In 2015, Coca-Cola will no longer 
supply scoreboards and as scoreboards go bad they will no longer maintain 
them during this 3 years period. This was before Parks & Recreation Advisory 
Board and recommended approval.  He has asked Parks &Recreation 
Department to develop 5 year capital improvement project for replacing all 
scoreboards in every park.  

Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated she hoped that anything that needs to be 
replaced requiring electricity the staff should look for units that would allow 
the use of solar energy.  In the long run, this would help off-set the electrical 
operational costs. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve renewal of Coca-Cola 
Vending Contract for a three year period ending March 31, 2016.  
Motion carried unanimously by all. 

4. Consider request from GDOT for approximately .038 acre of County property 
at the intersection of Bethany Road and Rover-Zetella Road for intersection 
improvements 

Mr. Wilson stated several years back when discussing paving Bethany Road the 
developer donated property at the end of Bethany Road to straighten out at an 
angle as it comes into the County.  Part of the State Route 362/Rover-Zetella 
Road/Moreland Road intersection goes all the way back to where Bethany 
comes into Rover-Zetella Road.  GDOT needs .038 acre of that property.  
GDOT has valued that property at $962.  Mr. Wilson stated originally back in 
the late 90’s early 2000’s when the County signed up and asked for that 
intersection to be improved.  The County signed a Local Government Project 
Agreement (LGPA) stated that the County will purchase all necessary right-of-
ways and relocated all existing utilities to make that project happen in order to 
get DOT to do that intersection.  That was back when funds were available.  
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Since that time, we have written DOT and informed them that Spalding County 
would not be able to honor that agreement.  After several years with working 
with DOT, former Commissioner Freeman got DOT to agree that they would 
pay for utility relocation and purchase the right-of-way for that intersection 
improvement at a cost of over $1 million.  Mr. Wilson is suggesting that 
Spalding County sell this property to GDOT for $1 and other valuable 
consideration. 

Commissioner Miller asked when project will start.  Mr. Wilson stated they are 
acquiring right-of-way now.  GDOT hopes to finish all right-of-way acquisition 
by end of year and start moving dirt in the 2nd of 3rd quarter of 2014. 

Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve request from GDOT 
for approximately .038 acre of County property at the intersection 
of Bethany Road and Rover-Zetella Road for intersection 
improvements for the cost of $1.00 and other valuable 
consideration.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 

5. Consider appointment to Spalding County Personnel Appeals Board to fill the 
unexpired term of Charles Perdue for a term ending December 31, 2014. 

Mr. Wilson advised that Lewis Patterson, 215 Hillandale Drive Griffin, GA was 
recommended. Mr. Patterson has HR experience and had requested several 
years ago to be appointed to this board.  Due to the untimely death of Charles 
Perdue, we have a vacancy and need to fill that vacancy to conduct a hearing.  

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to appoint Lewis Patterson to 
Spalding County Personnel Appeals Board to fill the unexpired 
term of Charles Perdue for a term ending December 31, 2014.  
Motion carried unanimously by all. 

6. Consider available dates for 2014 Board of Commissioners Planning Retreat. 

Mr. Wilson sated Gordon Maner is the Senior Public Service Associate and is a 
great facilitator and teacher.  Mr. Maner agreed to facilitate the Board Retreat 
and provided three available dates: February 1, 8 or 15th.  Board consensus was 
for February 8th.  No location has been determined for retreat. 

Motion/Second by Miller/Gardner to approve Saturday, February 
8th at 9:00 a.m. for 2014 Board of Commissioners Planning 
Retreat with location to be determined.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all.  

7. Consider resolution appointing a County Legislative Coordinator for Spalding 
County as requested by Association County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG). 

Mr. Miller nominated Commissioner Raymond Ray and Mr. Gardner moved 
nominations be closed.  

Motion/Second by Miller/Gardner to approve resolution 
appointing Commissioner Raymond Ray County Legislative 
Coordinator for Spalding County as requested by Association 
County Commissioners of Georgia (ACCG).  Motion carried 
unanimously by all. 

 

 



8 

 

XI. REPORT OF COUNTY MANAGER  

1. The Spalding County Water Authority (SCWA) has a special called meeting on 
Wednesday, November 20th at 8:30 a.m. 

2. The Griffin-Spalding Area Transportation Committee (GSATC) will meet on 
Wednesday, November 20th at 1:30 p.m.  

3. Bids opened today on replacement boiler for the Courthouse and dental 
services for the C.I.  Confirm a date for Board of Commissioners Special Called 
Meeting regarding bids.  Boards consensus for a Special Called 
Meeting on Monday, November 25th at 8:00 a.m. 

4. Budget Review Committee meeting on Friday, November 22nd at 8:30 a.m.  
Representatives from Kronos Time and Attendance System will be making a 
presentation. 

5. The Farm-City Kiwanis Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, November 27th 
at 11:45 a.m. at Kiwanis Building. 

6. The Festival of Lights will be held on Tuesday, November 26th at 6:00 p.m. at 
Airport Road Park.  

7. Big Blue Bus has been reserved for the following trips:  November 20th – 
DeKalb Farmers Market, December 2nd-3rd– Opryland Hotel, Nashville and 
December 11th – Governor’s Mansion. 

XII. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 

Miller – None. 

Gardner – Received complaint from citizen regarding traffic changes made at Searcy 
Avenue, East Solomon Street and Spalding Street.  Citizen stated he was not aware 
that changes had been made.  He received a ticket from Griffin Police Officer for going 
the wrong way.  He then observed a woman getting stopped with no ticket and a 
FedEx truck going through with no problem.  Commissioner Gardner advised citizen 
that location was within the City Limits, but would pass on his complaint.  Received a 
complaint that Vaughn Road between Highway 16 West and Ellis Road was full of pot 
holes that need to be fixed.  Commissioner Gardner advised that Public Works was 
working on the LMIG project and pot holes would be taken care of as soon as feasible. 

Johnson – None.    

Ray – Thanked Parks and Recreation for doing such a great job at the Veterans Day 
celebration. 

Flowers-Taylor – Stated she is making a formal protest regarding Water Authority 
called meetings.  No notice is being given.  Chairman Flowers-Taylor stated she is 
familiar with location Commissioner Gardner is talking about.  She has seen Griffin 
Police sitting there with people going through intersection all the time.  She will 
contact her City Commissioner regarding situation.  Asked County Manager William 
Wilson if a definition for “kitchen” had been established for the Alcohol Ordinance 
with regards to private clubs.  Inquired on status of the Substandard Housing 
Ordinance that Chad Jacobs, Newton Galloway and Virginia Church are working on.   
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XIII. CLOSED SESSION  

County Manager requests an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the 
appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or 
periodic evaluation or rating of a county officer or employee as provided in O.C.G.A. 
50-14-3(b)(2). 

Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to enter Executive Session at 7:01 p.m. 
Motion carried unanimously by all.  

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to adjourn Executive Session at 7:23 
p.m. Motion carried unanimously by all.  

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion/Second by Gardner/Johnson to adjourn at 7:24 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously by all.  

 
 

  


