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      MINUTES 
 
 
The Spalding County Board of Commissioners held their Regular Meeting in Room 108 in the 
Courthouse Annex, Monday, December 2, 2013, beginning at 6:00 p.m. with Chairman Gwen 
Flowers-Taylor presiding. Commissioners Raymond Ray, Rita Johnson, Samuel Gardner and 
Bart Miller were present. Also present were County Manager William P. Wilson, Jr., Attorney 
Jim Fortune and Planning Technician Cindy McDaniel to record the minutes. 
 

I. OPENING (CALL TO ORDER) – Chairman, Gwen Flowers-Taylor 

II. INVOCATION – led by Commissioner Rita Johnson 

III. PLEDGE TO FLAG – led by Commissioner Raymond Ray           

IV. PRESENTATIONS/PROCLAMATIONS – 

1. Spalding County Parks & Recreation Department to present 2013 Georgia Recreation and 
Parks Association District and State Awards recently received.   

Kelly Leger, Recreation Superintendent, presented recent awards received by the Parks and 
Recreation Department.  Parks and Recreation is very proud of the hard work that their staff 
does.  Spalding County Parks and Recreation is part of Georgia Recreation and Parks 
Association 4th District.  In our district, the Special Event of the Year for the Caregivers 
Conference was received by Mr. James Johnston and Jo Ellis, our Senior Center Director, on 
behalf of Spalding County.   Secondly, we received the Project of the Year Award for our new 
Senior Citizen Center.  This project won out of 13 counties representing.  The Athletic 
Professional of the Year was presented to our own Robbie Milner.  He was selected by his 
peers from the 4th District in the Georgia Recreation and Parks Association.  Also, awarded 
was the Class “A” Athletic Agency of the Year because of hosting various GRPA tournaments 
and events and our involvement in GRPA and our improvements made in our athletics 
program. The Volunteers of the Year Award went to our Makin Tracks Travel Club and was 
presented to Margaret Varnom.  Makin Tracks Travel Club has been in existence since 1993.  
Started off with approximately 30 members now has 275 members.  Our final award was the 
GRPA State Award for Skills USA where SCTC students assist with our Senior Games.   

 

V. PRESENTATIONS OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS – None. 

VI. CITIZEN COMMENT  

Speakers must sign up prior to the meeting and provide their names, addresses and topic in which they 
will speak on. Speakers must direct all comments to the Board only. Speakers will be allotted three (3) 
minutes to speak on their chosen topics and relate to matters pertinent to the jurisdiction of the Board 
of the Commissioners. No questions will be asked by any of the commissioners during citizen 
comments.  Outbursts from the audience will not be tolerated. Common courtesy and civility are 
expected at all times during the meeting. 

Steve Bushroe  1890 Swint Road, Griffin, Georgia 

Mr. Bushroe stated Swint Road was just repaved and is worse shape than it was before.  The 

road was shut down for about a week and delayed traffic.  Mr. Wilson stated what the county 

had done was the patching in preparation for resurfacing.  The road has not been resurfaced.  

They will come back with leveling with a 1 ½” topping on top of that which Mr. Bushroe should 

like.   
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Bobby Peurifoy  917 S. McDonough Road, Griffin, Georgia 

Mr. Peurifoy stated he was interested in Item 3 under new business, the Georgia DOT final 

design of replacement of bridge on Jordan Hill Road.  Mr. Peurifoy was wondering why we still 

have a single lane bridge on South Walkers Mill Road.  This “one lane bridge” is very dangerous.  

Mr. Peurifoy challenged those who have never been on that road to go out and experience how 

dangerous it is for the residents and school buses to travel that road.   

 

Commissioner Flowers-Taylor asked Mr. Wilson if that bridge has been rated by the state.  Mr. 

Wilson stated DOT inspects that bridge every 2 year just like the others.  This bridge does not 

have a state contract and is not on the priority list that DOT has prepared for bridge 

replacement in Spalding County.  Mr. Wilson stated he would provide the Commissioner’s a 

copy of that report from GDOT. 

 
VII. MINUTES – 

1.  Consider approval of the minutes from the November 18, 2013 Work Session, November 
18, 2013 Extraordinary Session, November 18, 2013 Executive Session and the November 
25, 2013 Special Called Meeting. 

 
Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve aforementioned minutes. 
Motion carried unanimously by all.  

VIII. CONSENT AGENDA – None. 

IX. OLD BUSINESS –  None. 

X. NEW BUSINESS – 

1.  Consider request of Harold Lyon 142 Morris Mill Road for an amplification permit to 
hold a Christmas Party on Saturday, December 14, 2013 from 6:00PM until 2:00AM at 
his home. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated the application was filed, and Community Development would like for 
you to note the time requested was for 6:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m.  Mr. Wilson stated a report 
has been received from the Sheriff’s Department regarding loud music calls received from 
that location on December 17th, 2011, November 10th, 2012 and November 8th, 2013.  Mr. 
Lyon is not present to answer questions.  Commissioner Gardner asked if on any of the 
dates the Sheriff’s Department received calls if amplification permits had been issued.  Mr. 
Wilson stated 2011 they were not required.  In 2012 and 2013, they were required.  Mr. 
Wilson stated no requests were made to his knowledge.  Commissioner Ray stated in the 
past, we haven’t allowed amplification permit to go that late in the morning.  Commissioner 
Flowers-Taylor asked what the final dispositions were on the noise complaints on those 
occasions.  Sheriff Beam advised the Board when contact is made at the locations regarding 
loud music and they comply nothing else is done.  No citations were issued. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to disapprove request of Harold Lyon, 142 
Morris Mill Road, for an amplification permit to hold a Christmas Party on 
Saturday, December 14, 2013 from 6:00 p.m. until 2:00 a.m. at his home.  
Motion did not pass by a vote of 2-3 with Commissioner’s Flowers-
Taylor/Johnson/Miller voting against. 

Additional discussion was held by Board regarding the times requested by Mr. Lyon.  
Commissioner Gardner noted the application states that the applicant certifies contacting 
adjacent property owners.  Is any proof required to be submitted from adjacent property 
owners have been notified.  The applicant signs the application stating they have contacted 
the adjacent property owners.   Since applicant is not present, Commissioner Flowers-
Taylor is reluctant on approving request since this area is a populated residential area.   
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Motion/Second by Gardner/Johnson to approve request of Harold Lyon, 142 
Morris Mill Road, for an amplification permit to hold a Christmas Party on 
Saturday, December 14, 2013 from 6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m. at his home.  
Carried by a vote of 3-2 with Commissioner’s Flowers-Taylor/Ray voting 
against. 

 
2.  Consider request from Griffin-Spalding Athletic Hall of Fame to relocate their display to 

841 Memorial Drive adjacent to the Parks & Recreation Administrative Offices. 
 

Mr. Wilson stated there are several representatives present from the Athletic Hall of Fame.  
Mr. Dan McLean, President of the Griffin-Spalding Athletic Hall of Fame, stated he is 
before the Board requesting the Griffin-Spalding Athletic Hall of Fame be relocated to 841 
Memorial Drive to allow for a public place for people to review memorabilia.  They are 
currently located at The Events Center with limited access.  They have memorabilia located 
at several locations throughout the City, County and in storage that we would love to 
display.  This location would allow them to have all of the memorabilia in one location.  We 
hope that the Board would grant our request tonight. 
 
Dick Brooks  1311 Buttermilk Lane 
Mr. Brooks stated he has been initiated into the Hall of Fame and it is a great honor.  The 
Hall of Fame and information we have is not accessible where it is currently located.  This 
is something we have been looking into and trying to make happen for Spalding County for 
a number of years.  We would love to be a part of park and recreation area, which is right 
next door to this location.   
 
William Matchett  1050 North 2nd Street 
Mr. Matchett stated he is before the Board for selfish reasons.  One of his daughters was 
inducted in 1996 and at the time was in medical school in Pennsylvania.  Every time she 
comes home, she was not able to publicly view information regarding her induction.  Mr. 
Matchett stated he would like to see the Board approve this request. 
 
Sonny Foster  Kilgore Road 
Mr. Foster stated he is a 1995 inductee, has a son inducted and a daughter in the next class. 
It is an honor for me, but a disadvantage not to be able to show or have access to what we 
have.  Mr. Foster stated he has talked with Kenny Smith, City Manager, about working with 
them on the utilities.  We need a location where we can move our memorabilia as soon as 
possible.  Mr. Foster stated he would love for the Board to consider their request. 
 
Discussion was held on staffing of the facility with volunteers as well as inductees, access of 
the facility and security of memorabilia.  Mr. Wilson stated they have looked at cutting a 
door in Parks & Recreation, charging a small fee and having one way in and one way out.  
Access will be accessed from the outside as well.  Mr. McLean stated their hours of 
operation will be the same as Parks and Recreation.   Mr. McLean stated the County would 
not be liable for their memorabilia. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated this is a two phase request.  First phase is the building lease from the 
County. Should the County grant the building, then they will go to the City asking them to 
work with them on utilities. Commissioner Johnson asked if additional insurance would be 
needed.  Mr. Wilson stated since this is a lease, they will be required to have renters 
insurance.   
 
Commissioner Flowers-Taylor stated she loves the concept, but asked how the County is 
justified in approving this request?  Are we opening Pandora’s Box?  Mr. Fortune stated it 
can be justified from a standpoint that Spalding County is promoting tourism.   
   
Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to approve request from Griffin-Spalding 
Athletic Hall of Fame to relocate their display to 841 Memorial Drive 
adjacent to the Parks & Recreation Administrative Offices for purposes of 



4 

 

tourism with lease to be signed by January 31, 2014.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all. 

 
3.  Consider request from Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) to evaluate 

alternate designs for replacement of the Jordan Hill Road Bridge over Troublesome 
Creek and respond to their letter requesting the County select and move forward with a 
final design for replacement of the bridge. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated a letter was received from GDOT dated October 18th.  Mr. Wilson advised 
he had spoken with Russell McMurry and Krystal Stovall Dixon.  Ms. Dixon advised GDOT 
is awaiting a response from the County.  The Board should have received two pieces 
correspondence.  One from Ted Turner of Pulte Homes and the other from Brian Davison, 
Managing Partner with Minerva.  Pulte Homes and Mr. Turner has agreed, should the 
Board wish to purse it, to install a culvert.  Pulte Homes has agreed to design, engineer and 
permit a culvert to replace the bridge. 
 
Commissioner Gardner stated this bridge has been a GDOT project for several years.  It will 
be an inconvenience if we have to go with a 12 month detour.  Commissioner Gardner 
proposed the final decision by the Board be delayed until staff can meet with GDOT to 
present proposal submitted by Pulte Homes and a response has been received from GDOT.  
 
Mr. Fortune suggested that no action be taken by the Board until which time the proposal 
submitted by Pulte Homes has been presented to GDOT. 
 
Commissioners Flowers-Taylor asked if Pulte is willing to do a culvert, how will this change 
the amount of time the road will need to be closed.  Mr. Wilson stated they will close one 
lane of the bridge making it one lane traffic, but it could be built under or adjacent to 
without closing it completely while they build the new bridge. 
 
Commissioner Miller asked what if GDOT did not approve the design proposed by Pulte.  
Commissioner Gardner stated if GDOT does not approve the culvert it would come back to 
the Board and will have to vote if we want the bridge replaced.  Commissioner Ray stated if 
GDOT does not accept the plan by Pulte, the Board will have to make a decision about 
closing the bridge for 12 months or the County paying for the bridge replacement.  Mr. 
Wilson stated since this is a Federal project, the only thing the County is responsibility for is 
the right-of-way and utility relocation.  If GDOT will approve the culvert, it can be done for 
less Federal monies.  
 
Motion/Second by Gardner/Miller to take no action on request from Georgia 
Department of Transportation (GDOT) to evaluate alternate designs for 
replacement of the Jordan Hill Road Bridge over Troublesome Creek and 
respond to their letter requesting the County select and move forward with a 
final design for replacement of bridge until staff can meet with GDOT to 
present proposal submitted by Pulte Homes whereby Pulte would design, 
engineer and permit a culvert to replace the bridge.  Motion carried 
unanimously by all. 

 
4.  Consider approval of Griffin-Spalding County Hospital Authority Grant to the Spalding 

County Board of Health in the amount of $14,000 for flu shots. 
 
Mr. Wilson stated per the agreement with the Hospital Authority, anytime the Hospital 
Authority approves a grant, approval must be made by the City and County.   The City has 
already approved. 
 
Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to approve Griffin-Spalding County 
Hospital Authority Grant to the Spalding County Board of Health in the 
amount of $14,000 for flu shots.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 
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5.  Consider ratification of the appointment of Community Development Director Chad 
Jacobs to fill the position vacated by Ricky Clark as recommended by Homeland Security 
Director Kenny West. 

 
Mr. Wilson stated Chief West recommend Chad Jacobs to fill this position.  The first meeting 
of the CERT Administrative Council is Thursday, December 5th at 2:00 p.m.   There needs to 
be a full quorum at this meeting. 
 
Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve ratification of the appointment 
of Community Development Director Chad Jacobs to fill position on CERT 
Administrative Council vacated by Ricky Clark as recommend by Homeland 
Security Director Kenny West.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 

6.  Consider approval on first reading an Ordinance amending the Spalding County 
Personnel Ordinance to re-define the workweek and provide for biweekly payroll. 

 
Mr. Wilson stated the agenda item cover sheet documents the 3 changes.  This will allow the 
implementation of bi-weekly pay the first payroll in January 2014.  This changes our 
current Personnel Ordinance to reflect changes regarding bi-weekly pay.    
 
Commissioner Flowers Taylor asked if the County will still be documenting time on paper.  
Mr. Gay stated the County will be using paper time sheets until approval of new time and 
attendance system projected for FY 15 budget.  Commissioner Miller asked what the cost of 
time and attendance system will be.  Mr. Wilson stated there has only been one 
demonstration.  The County is evaluating several systems.  There is no cost estimate at this 
time.  Going by bi-weekly does not mandate we have a time and attendance system.   

 
Motion/Second by Gardner/Ray to approve on first reading an Ordinance 
amending the Spalding County Personnel Ordinance to re-define the 
workweek and provide for biweekly payroll.  Motion carried unanimously 
by all. 

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to amend agenda to add Item #7. Consider 
approval for use of Big Blue by the Griffin Football Team or Booster Club if 
requested prior to BOC next meeting.  Motion carried unanimously by all. 

7. Consider approval for use of Big Blue by the Griffin Football Team or Booster Club if 
requested prior to BOC next meeting. 

Commissioner Miller stated Griffin High is doing very well and are in the playoffs.  If they 
win, next week they will go to the Georgia Dome.  This would be a good gesture by the 
Board to approve the use of Big Blue if requested by the Griffin Football team or Booster 
Club.   

Motion/Second by Ray/Miller to approve the use of Big Blue by the Griffin 
Football Team or Booster Club if requested prior to the next BOC meeting.  
Team or Booster Club to pay fees associated with use of Big Blue.  Motion 
carried unanimously by all. 

XI. REPORT OF COUNTY MANAGER 

1. Christmas Parade scheduled for Saturday, December 7th, with lineup of large vehicles 
commencing at 5:30 p.m. at Southern Crescent parking lot.  This will be a candy free 
parade.  Commissioner Johnson is scheduled to ride on the fire truck.  Rescue ATV’s 
will also be available for Commissioner’s to ride on. 
 

2. All County offices will be closed on December 24th and 25th in observance to the 
Christmas Holidays. 

 
3. Next Board of Commissioner’s meeting will be Monday, December 16th at 6:00 p.m. 
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with Zoning Public Hearing at 5:00 p.m.  The new Executive Secretary will start work 
this date also. 

 
4. Public Information Open House regarding North Hill Street Intersection 

Improvement Projects will be held Tuesday, December 3rd, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m.  Projects under review are North Hill Street at Northside Drive/Tuskegee Avenue 
and North Hill Street at E. McIntosh Road. 

  

XII. REPORT OF COMMISSIONERS 

Miller – Have Pubic Works check Moose Lodge Road between the Carver Road and By-
Pass for pot holes that have recently developed. 
 
Gardner – Received complaint regarding Woodroof Recycling Center not being able to 
keep up with the traffic due to the closing for Thanksgiving Holidays.    Trash was being 
stacked up beside the compactors. 
 
Johnson – None. 
 
Ray – Commended Jo Ellis of the Senior Center for an excellent job on the Thanksgiving dinner 
held at the Senior Center.  Food was prepared by the Griffin High Culinary School and was 
excellent.  Condolences to Warden Sikes on the loss of his nephew. 
 
Flowers-Taylor – Stated the City is waiting on a decision by the County regarding what type of 
intersection improvement the BOC would like to see on North Hill Street at Northside 
Drive/Tuskegee Avenue.  Hopes that each BOC member will attend the North Hill Street 
Intersection Improvement Projects meeting Tuesday, December 3rd, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  
Advised she will not be at the December 16th meeting due to being out of town.  Would like a 
consensus to send correspondence to the City regarding partnering with them on the Welcome 
Center.  Appreciated the letter from the Library requesting a need for a new library and the need 
for literature.  Has a problem where the Library is located entering and exiting is a safety hazard.  
Has a concern there is not enough planning time for projects that will be on the SPLOT 
referendum set for May 2014.  Would like for the Board to consider moving SPLOST referendum 
to the November election. 
 

XIII. CLOSED SESSION  

County Manager requests an Executive Session for the purpose of discussing the appointment, 
employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or 
rating of a county officer or employee as provided in O.C.G.A. 50-14-3(b)(2). 

Motion/Second by Ray/Johnson to enter Executive Session at 7:01 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously by all.  

Motion/Second by Ray/Gardner to adjourn Executive Session at 7:23 p.m. Motion 
carried unanimously by all.  

XIV. ADJOURNMENT 

Motion/Second by Gardner/Johnson to adjourn at 7:24 p.m. Motion carried 
unanimously by all.  

 
 

  


